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[This is a draft of subsequently revised and edited text published in John Lofland, Davis (Arcadia, 2004).]

3. CULTIVATING DAVISVILLE, 1891-1904

  
For the several reasons enumerated in the previous chapter, Davisville agriculturists shifted emphasis from "farmed" to "cultivated" crops––that is, from dry/grain crops to irrigated/specialty crops.


This chapter is about that expansion of cultivating over the years 1891-1904 and about other aspects of the village in this period.    

I. CULTIVATING EXPANDS. Of course, cultivating agriculture began before 1891 and would extend many years beyond 1904. But, the period 1891-1904 contained critical moments that both made the shift possible and stimulated it. These changes included the introduction of the gasoline and electric motor (that increased control over water, for example) and the formation of the Davis Almond Growers Association in 1897 (which increased crop prices).


A. The Yolo County Natural Environment.  The volatility and harshness of the weather were central problems of both farming and cultivating agriculture. The better to convey these problems, I begin this chapter with first-person diary accounts of George W. Pierce.  We have already met him going back and forth to Davisville. Now he will help us get inside the agriculturalists' world and see the climate problems with which they were coping.  In particular, grasping their world helps us understand why they were so receptive to new technology (e.g. gasoline engines) and strangely socialistic organizations (producer cooperatives). 

8 Feb 1891: Fearful north wind – One of the very worst. Blew chicken yard fence down.

26 July 1891:Very warm. 104 degrees for several hours

1 Aug 1892:Very strong wind this evening – scared us somewhat as it came up suddenly and blew very hard all at once.

30 Nov 1892: Today, one of the hardest rains I ever saw, water fell in torrents and the wind blew a hurricane. The creek raised and . . . water stood in slough six inches above sewer pipe. 

[Commenting on 1892 at the end of the year:] A year of earthquakes, high winds, frosts, hot weather out of season, proving a very trying season to both human beings and vegetation.

[Commenting on1894 at the end of the year:] A disastrous year. Crops were fair. Prices were the lowest ever known. . . . Rains came moderately heavy in early spring. Then stopped for two months and the vegetation suffered. I planted 55 acres to almond trees – they did fairly well only.

4  Jan 1895: Big flood. . . The creek . . . came over its banks about 11 a.m. It continued to rise until about 3 p. m. It filled our cellar – stood 5 inches deep in our granary – 2 ft in harvester house . . .

5 Jan 1895: Went to Davis . . . . The bridges in this section are all gone . . . The Woodland train is ditched in Hunts field. . . Much fencing is gone. . . Railroad traffic is demoralized. 

22 Sept 1895: Last night we nearly had a cyclone – We feared our house would blow away.

[Commenting on 1895 at the end of the year:] This year began by giving us the heaviest flood we have ever had. The creek ran over about two feet deep in our yard.  . . Heavy north winds blew our grain out so that the yield was only about half a crop. Prices were very low. 

[Commenting on 1896 at the end of the year:} 1896 was a peculiar year. We had a great deal of rain in the spring. . . [But] we had the heaviest frost that we have had in years – a large part of the fruit was destroyed and gain was injured so that the crop was light.

[Commenting on 1897 at the end of the year: } The long continued damp and cold (not frosty) weather was injurious to the fruit and the almond orchard did not set full.  April 22 and 23 the north wind blew a gale, fearful on the 22nd, and about one fourth of the almonds were lost – blown off. . . . Grain crops were light. 

18 Mar 1898: Had a fearful frost – thermometer 26 degrees. There was a heavy frost that lasted some time and froze as it came in. The almond and fruit crops were killed – almonds a total loss.

1 Jan 1900: For two years we have suffered from drought, but this winter thus far we have been unable to do much because of the protracted rain and almost incessant heavy fogs. 

1 March 1902:. Rained and stormed – Blew a  hurricane – blew fans out of windmill and blew 190 almond trees down – also locust and alantus trees. 

8 May 1903: Strong hot north wind that shrunk gain badly.

2 July 1903: Frightful north wind – much grain threshed out and destroyed.

6 June 1904: The north wind blew so hard that men could not work in hay so suckered in orchard.

B. Managing the Water Problem: Irrigation.  The year-after-year farming conditions depicted by Pierce make it easy to understand that one of the first efforts of agriculturalists would be to devise schemes for watering their crops that did not depend on rain.  For a good part of this period, however, irrigation efforts were confined to gravity operated systems.  Perhaps the most ambitious of these was for the grapevine orchards of George. G. Briggs on the south bank of Putah Creek near the present site of the UCD  Mondavi Performing Arts Center. Constructed about 1878, it consisted of “some two hundred miles of concrete pipe . . . laid underground” (Larkey, 1969:61).  (Remnants of that system are still on the Putah south bank about a hundred yards east of Putah Creek lodge.)  In addition, in the 1870s Hugh LaRue developed a system similar to Briggs that stretched from what is now Russell Boulevard to Putah Creek. (The derelect brick structure just east of the LaRue-Romani home on Russell Boulevard is a remnant of that system.) Other types of systems included windmill-driven water pumps, a scheme with obvious limitations.  

 The advent of a practical gasoline engine in the early 1890s had, of course a profound effect on the productivity of agriculture in the Central Valley. Beyond pumping water out of the few streams that flowed dependably (which did not include Putah Creek), well drilling was now newly attractive because raising water from underground no longer required hand pumping or the wind mill.  Soon, the gasoline engine was joined by the quieter and less noxious electric motor when electrification of the area began after the turn of the century. In this way, then, technological changes in this period opened the way to agriculture on a scale previously impossible.

Irrigation schemes did not long stay at the level of the individual agriculturist developing a system for their private farms. In 1903 and 1904, a new entity called the Consolidated Water Company conceived a major Yolo County system of irrigation ditches utilizing water from Clear Lake that arrived in the county via Putah and Cache Creeks. The May 16, 1903 Davis Enterprise opined that “the outlook now is that before the close of another year the irrigation system of Yolo County will be a vast and comprehensive one.”

January 15, 1904, George Pierce made a diary entry on that project    Next to the report he wrote “Hurrah!” I think we can safely infer he was expressing the sentiments of farmers countywide.

The activities of the Consolidated Water Company in Yolo County were, of course, only an initial and small step in what would become, within the next fifty or so years, the largest scheme for capturing and moving water undertaken in human history. 

C. Managing a Marketing Problem: The Davisville Almond Growers Association. Control over water was a major problem on the environmental side for which irrigation was a solution. Agriculturists also had major problems on the social side, for which they devised a social solution.

Not only at the mercy of the weather, they were at the mercy of the market.  They pretty much had to accept whatever the market price was at the time they needed to sell a corp.  Cultivators of specialty crops like almonds were, in addition, squeezed by the freight companies, who charged inflated rates for less than a full-car load of a crop––which an almond grower was apt to have.

What were Davisville growers to do in the face of  capricious and/or gouging forces? By 1897, almond growing was widespread among Davisville area farmers becoming cultivators. The more educated among them––who included UC Berkeley graduates George Pierce and Hugh LaRue––were likely aware that growers in several other Central Valley locations had, since the late 1880s, formed “dried fruit associations” for the purpose of marketing such products as almonds and walnuts as a group rather than as individuals sellers.  One of the earliest of these was the Granger’s Business Association formed near Fresno in 1887.  The California Fruit Growers Exchange (subsequently Sunkist Growers, Inc), established in 1893, is said to have been the first organized farmers’ cooperative marking association.

The historical record does not reveal the process by which the idea of a producer’s cooperative circulated among Davisville almond growers and who had the enterprise and legitimacy to call a meeting for the purpose of forming one.  But we do know is that some fifteen of them gathered in Davisville on January 23, 1897 to discuss forming an organization. The group appointed a five-person committee to draft a constitution and bylaws and report on them at the next meeting on January 30.

This second meeting was attended by about 70 people and resulted in forming the Davisville Almond Growers Association.  Thirty-one people became initial members, six of whom were elected to an Executive Committee. With acres owned in parentheses (where known), they were:

Jacob LaRue, President (2,000)

J. F. Chiles, Vice- President (1,784)

E. W. Hammon, Secretary-Treasurer

George Pierce, Executive Committee (1,200)

John Anderson, Executive Committee

Eli Snyder, Executive Committee (320)

J. O. N, the Woodland Daily Democrat “Davisville Doings” columnist made this report of the event:

The almond growers of this section have organized and hope, by co-operation, to obtain better prices and more reasonable freights. Heretofore it has been the custom to sell independently, and when the holder offered less than a carload, the buyer took advantage and secured the crop at greatly reduced rates. Now, by combining, full carloads can be secured and the highest prices demanded (Woodland Daily Democrat, February 15, 1897).

The Association first functioned in the 1897 season. A committee obtained bids and a warehouse. A bid was approved on July 17, 1897 and “the group felt that their initial season had been successful” (Riley, 1948:4). The almond crop was killed by frost in 1898 and the Association did not function that year. 

Pierce and LaRue, among others, believed that a Davisville association alone could not appreciably effect the almond market over the longer-term. Larger-scale organization was required. In 1899 and later, they visited almond growers in other locations and were able to convince some of them also to form cooperatives. Gradually, local cooperative associations spread. The efforts eventually led to, in May, 1910, a meeting of local associations at which the state-wide California Almond Growers Exchange was formed. George Pierce was elected Vice-President (Larkey, 2003:65).

Almonds need to be set in the larger context of other crops in the Davisville/Yolo County area in the late ninetheenth and early twentieth centuries. By all accounts, almonds became the leading orchard crop. By the 1930s, the yield would be “nearly twice that of all other fruits and nuts combined” (Larkey, 2003:65).  

II. PUBLIC ORDER.  The “nuts and bolts” of communities are the institutions and practices that help people organize their relations to one another (e. g. newspapers). Conversely, some kinds of events, such as fires and large-scale transience, create public order problems.  Here are some of these aspects of public order in this period.
A. William Henry Scott Became the Davis Enterprise. As a very young man, Louis A. P. Eichler published the first issue of the Davis Enterprise on January 1, 1898. While the venture appeared to go well enough, it was apparently not as attractive a position with The California Odd Fellow, a statewide magazine published in Sacramento. Eichler left to take a job with it after publishing the Enterprise about a year and a half (Larkly, 2003:55).

One William Henry Scott, a Yolo-county native born in 1861, bought the paper from Eichler and assumed the editorship on September 15, 1899. In his first editorial, titled “We Step In,” Scott stressed that “No town ever grew without the active aid of the newspaper and vice versa, the paper must have the active assistance of the town, without which failure will be the result” (DE, September 22, 1899).

Scott would edit and publish the Enterprise “until his retirement in 1935” (Larkey 1969:x).  Over these almost 37 years, William Henry Scott was the Davis Enterprise. In reading the paper year-in and year-out, as I have done, it is clear that Scott wrote pretty much all the stories and reports. The pages of the paper were his personal diary of Davis in a way reminiscent of (but much more elaborate than) George Pierce’s diary.

Indeed, Scott’s commitment to his paper went far beyond the business of making a profit. In fact, I doubt the paper did turn a profit much of the time, but he published it anyway because of his love of Davis. 

I suspect  the paper was not necessarily profitable because of the curious assortment of additional economic activities Scott ran out of the Enterprise building. These included his position as the elected Justice of the Peace, an insurance agent, a real estate office, and a job printer. (The Enterprise building still stands a 303 G Street, although now sadly defaced by an awful remodeling. A picture of it in is original condition is shown in Fig. 3.x). 

B. Slow Growth and The Unceasing Threat of Non-Davisville Shopping.  The premier historian of Davis, Joanne Leach Larkey, has characterized “commercial development . . . at the turn of the century” as keeping pace with a “slowly growing resident population and the general prosperity of a diversified agricultural economy” (1969:63). As a gauge of the size of Davisville’s economy, Larkey enumerated all the goods and services advertised in the Davis Enterprise in 1898 and 1899. Her list consisted of 37 business establishments, which is the same order-of-magnitude as McKinney’s enumeration some twenty years earlier, in 1880 (reported in Chapter 2). 

In February, 1897, J. O. N., writer of Davisville Doings” in the Woodland Daily Democrat, made note the fact that the Sacramento department store Weinstock, Lubin & Co. had on a recent Saturday run a chartered a cheap-fare train along the Davis railroad route.  Some 700 people were reported to have gotten on it and gone shopping at the “bargain sales” of that store. J. O. N. was alarmed by this practice and wondered if “the department store which today charters a train may in a not very remote future own its own lines . . . . and transport patrons free of charge. The department store is a menace to every special dealer and to every small manufacturer in the land” (Woodland Daily Democrat, February 1, 1897).

This “popular excursion” charter train was still running on Saturday, December 9th, 1899, when it left Davisville at 9 a. m. and the return train left Sacramento at 9:30 p. m. the same day.  In this front page Enterprise report on this on December 8, Editor Scott noted this schedule “will enable those who desire, to attend one of the popular Saturday evening Band Concerts at the store of Weinstock, Lubin & Co.”  Scott even goes on to tell readers that “ a list of the hundreds of special values . . . on this excursion day [is on] the circulars distributed about town” (DE, December 8, 1899).
C. Trains Stopping in Davis. The Southern Pacific Railroad appears to have maintained a rather stable schedule of trains. In May of 1903, for example, the schedule published in the Enterprise was said to have gone into effect on January 1, 1901, almost two and a half years before.  

However, by today’s standards there not all that many more than in recent years. In total, 32 trains passed through Davis each day in 1903, 13 of them freight  and 19 passenger. Of the 19 passenger, seven went to Sacramento and points north and west and five to San Francisco. What is most notably different is that five trains arrived and departed on the north-routed track to and from Oregon and other northern points. Another two, the Oroville passenger, arrived from Sacramento but did not go on to San Francisco.

 
D. Fire Control and Fighting Problems. Like many another village, almost all Davisville structures were built of wood. Heating and lighting involved fire in forms that too-easily got out of control. Buildings burning to the ground were not all that uncommon.  Hotels were particularly dangerous in this regard, several of which burned down in the years around the turn of the  century. In 1891, the Board of Fire Underwriters set Davisville fire insurance rates high and characterized the village as: “ . . . population 700; Fire Fighting Equipment, None; Water Facilities, Not Good” (quoted in  Larkey, 1969: x; 2001:61).


Despite these problems and despite a May 9, 1901 mass meeting  to organize a fire department, there would not be one until after incorporation in March, 1917. There was, though, one small measure.  A derrick-like structure with a metal ring suspended in it was erected at the intersection of  Second and G streets. In the event of fire, one ran to the structure and struck the ring with a hammer in order to rouse the citizenry (Larkey, 1969:x).  (The alarm structure is seen in the right-middle of Fig. 3.x.)

E. Troublesome Transients. In this period, rather large numbers of transients gathered at the rail depot and at other locations in Davisville. Editor Scott was especially distrubed by their presence and wrote these, among other, agitated reports:

[Title:] More Hobo Thefts. Every train brings a new delegation of “bos” to town and there are new arrivals by foot every hour of the day. . . We read every day of the vile acts of these lazy, dirty, low-down scoundrels, so we cannot see how any person can tolerate them. . . . If the ladies would join the crusade by refusing vittles to these worthless scamps it would aid materially in keeping them out of town (March 18, 1898).

[Title:] The Aggressive Hobo. The S. P. depot men . . . [say] the hobos [are] . . . so thick about the depot that life to them [is] . . .  made burdensome. The lazy critters hover about the transfer tracks like a lot of buzzards and when a transfer man needs a truck he is compelled to bush them aside before he can proceed with this duties . . . . Every morning and evening whole cars [are] filled with the varmints and much . . Valuable time [is] wasted routing them out of the cars, also that they were continually breaking the seals (DE, June 20, 1903).

One way to understand the presence of these people is know that there was a financial panic in the stock market in 1893 and national economic depression in subsequent years.  Indeed, there was a vast uprooting and roaming among displaced, heavily young, white males.


III. NEW TECHNOLOGY. As everyone knows, the last years of the nineteenth century were a period of rapid mechanical innovation and mass adoption of such devices. Here is when and how a few of these reached Davisville.

A. Electricity Arrives, 1901 and 1903. Private electric lighting of a few homes apparently preceded lighting public space by two years.  In February, 1901, the Bay Counties Power Co. lighted a private home with a “single globe . . . hanging from a cord in each room.” If more than three globes in the home were turned on at once, a device made them flicker as an overload warning (Larkey 1969:x).

A little more than two years later, in June of 1903, the main downtown streets were lit. Judge Scott wrote:
Davisville has after many years of patient-waiting got into the van of electrical progress to the extent of having the electric juice conveyed . . . for the lighting and brightening of the business houses. Nearly all of the business places in the main blocks are wired. However as yet but little has been done toward wiring the dwellings.

*
*
*

It is scarcely to be anticipated that anyone having given them a trial will ever dispense with them. The expense is but very little if any greater than coal oil when everything is considered, to wit costs of lamps, coal oil, breakage, time required to keep them in order  . . . to say nothing of the [fire] danger . . . The board of underwriters have placed a penalty of 25 cents per hundred for each gasoline light used, hence the gasoline is as expensive, with the trouble and danger added (DE, June 27, 1903).
B. The Automobile Arrives, 1904.  On June 11, 1904 George Pierce purchased the first automobile he had ever owned. It was a Knox, which he bought from a Woodland owner for $900.

It was not only the first auto Pierce had owned. It was apparently also the first one anyone in Davis had owned.  His diary entries suggest that flat tires mechanical problems, and excursions began to take up quite a bit of this time. Charmingly, he soon set about to build what he called an “auto house” for it. As a wonderful novelty, he also gave “joy rides" to many people (Pierce Diary 1904:2). 

Automobile ownership was not without its social class meaning.  On August 24, 1904, Pierce recorded that “Man quite, ‘because the boss rides in an automobile while I work for $30.00 a month.’”

C. The Almond Huller Arrives. In 1893, Walter G. Read of near Marysville invented and manufactured a machine with which to remove the hulls from almonds.  Naming it the “Sure-Pop,” in 1901 he re-located his manufacturing plant in Davisville. He refitted the failed Sinclair windmill plant and was soon employing about fifty people in producing almond hullers that were marketed around the world as well as locally. He died unexpectedly in 1907 and his operation bought and continued by Theodore G. Schmeiser.

Davis historian Joanne Larkey has characterized the village economy of this period as “lethargic” and noted the excitement that greeted the news of Read’s new plant. It was expected to build more than “almond machines” and to be a “general machine shop.” This combined with other hopeful signs, Editor Scott enthused, “marks the beginning of a new era of prosperity for Davisville and vicinity” (DE, December 6, 1900, quoted in Larkeley 2003:56).

D. Schmeiser Manufactoring Begins.  In 1904, locally born and raised Theodore Schmeiser formed a company to manufacture farm equipment. One of his best known products was the “Good Samaritan” hitch, a device “designed to make every horse in a team pull his share of the load” (Larkey, 1969-73:66).  He also invented new farming equipment, including the Portable Automatic Hay Derrick and the Giant Scraper.  

IV. CULTURE. Having looked agriculture, public order, and technology, let us turn to some matters of culture.

A. Boosterism. As defined by Richard Orsi boosterism is the idea “that community goals can be achieved through growth” combined with “an effort to organize the resources of the community to bring about growth, especially through advertising” (Selling the Golden State, p. iv). Like many another California place, Davisville was pervaded with boosterism.

Davis’ Booster-In-Chief, as it were, between 1898 and his retirement in 1935, was, without doubt, William Henry Scott. From virtually the first issue of the Enterprise he published to the last, he admonished residents to support Davisville/Davis.  One of his earliest editorials, on February  4, 1898, was a flat set of booster commandments:

• Never say a word against your town.

• If you spend your cash elsewhere, go elsewhere to get credit.

• Some people never say a good word for their town until they leave it and find there are worse ones.

• United effort will accomplish a great deal. We know a little town of 250 inhabitants, which has a very good water system. That’s not Davisville –– yet.

B. The Public Display of Private Life.  In Davisville and towns like it, several aspects of a person’s private life seemed to have been public.  If there was a local newspaper, this public display took the form of reporting a resident’s participation in social events, visiting in the village, trips outside it, and visitors to the village

The Davis Enterprise of 1900 was especially striking in this regard.  It had so much zeal along this line that it published two columns of it. One was on the left side of the front page and titled “THINGS LOCALLY.” It consisted of twenty or so, items on the doings of local people.  The February 16, 1900 column, for example, began: “Mrs. Petrie is visiting at the home of Otis Wilber.”  Other items included: “H. M. LaRue came over from the Sacramento Wednesday morning.” “Bert Miller came up from Dixon Saturday evening returning Sunday afternoon.” 

Apparently twenty of these was not enough, so a second column, titled “DOINGS IN TOWN,” “by Pauline” appeared on the left side of page 3.  Pauline, though, was a bit more gossipy and opinionated, as in “I think Billie and Harry will prefer going to band practice next time,” and “What a blessing it is that Valentine Day only comes once a year, and that is once too often.”

In addition, small and private social events received straight coverage as news. Consider:

MEETING OF THE EUCHRE CLUB

The Euchre Club on last Saturday was entertained by Miss Eta Bullard. Meeting at the home of Miss Bullard instead of G. W. Pierce as formerly intended. Miss Maud Calloway captured the ladies prize and G. W. Pierce the gents.  There was a hard battle fought for the latter prize, however, by Dr. Bates and Mr. Pierce, the result being a tie between the two gentlemen which was decided by a cut of the cards, Mr. Pierce being the lucky man (DE, February 2, 1900).

C. Schools.  Despite some fluctuation in Davisville’s population, and a slight upward trend, Joan Lackey reports that “between 1870 and 1906 the Davisville Grammar School remained fairly constant in staff, student body, and financing . . . . For twelve years between 1889 and 1901, the principal’s salary of $90 per month remained unchanged. The 1870 enrollment of 100 pupils increased to 139 in 1887-88, but a picture of the student body in that year shows about one hundred children . . . “ (Larkey, 1969:xxxx). In June, 1902, “it was announced that 77 of 152 Davisville scholars had earned promotion by maintaining grades of 80% or better through out the year (Larkey, 2003:70). (No grade inflation here!)

The second of what would be four school buildings in sequence on the block bounded by B-C-Third and Fourth streets was dedicated in 1903.  However, there was a struggle within the school board over supporting bonds to build it. In the Board election of June 6, 1902, Mrs. Jakie Grieve, favoring a new school, was faced-off against new-school opponent C. A. Covell (who never had children and was Davis Mayor for 17 years).  Mrs. Grieve won with a margin of 17 among 171 votes cast. She then cast the deciding vote to sell bonds with which to build the school (Larkley, 2003:70).

D.  Church Life.  On March 25 1901, the Presbyterian Church of Davisville meeting as The Session recorded that is had “51 active members on the roll” and had therefore to send the Presby $8.15, the per capita tax being 16 cents per head (Minutes of the Session, p. 56). 

At the Session meeting of June 3 of this same year, fifteen individuals or couples were “suspended for inactivity” and the illustrious Calvin Covell (and his spouse) were “retired for inactivity.” 

This was no slacker congregation. At this same meeting, congregation members Albert Mastin and Daniel Paterson were each accused of operating a saloon in Davisville. Each was therefore “guilty of immoral conduct in openly owning and running a saloon on the main street of Davisville.” June 17th was set as the date for them to appear and answer these charges. Neither man appeared, but the Elder who had delivered the charges reported that both pleaded guilty as charged.  “It was then regularly moved, seconded and carried that the names” of each “be stricken from the rolls” (Minutes of the Session, p. 58).

The Minutes of this period contain other cases of people investigated for or charged with “conduct unbecoming a Christian.” Offensive actions included “repeatedly been drunk.” On May 5, 1905, a person was excommunicated for twice being charged with drunkenness and “failing to reply” to the charge.

Conversely, a number of people were reported as having “presented themselves for examination for membership in the church and were duly accepted into full membership.”  On November 15, 1903, these included W. H. Scott, who was accepted “by profession.” 

It is reported that the small Methodist Episcopal Church congregation merged with the Presbyterians in the late 1890s (Larkey, 1969:106).  The village therefore then had only two organized religious groups, the Presbyterians and the Catholics.

E. The WCTU Forges On. When we left the Davisville WCTU in 1889, it was not doing very well in terms of numbers of members, achieving quorums to meet, or executing a local program.  In 1891-1904, however, its fortunes brightened somewhat. Reorganized in 1892, persistence paid off and in November  the group got permission to place a “wall pocket” containing temperance literature in the train depot. Around this same time, a reading room was opened.  

Twelve copies of the state law against the sale of tobacco and liquor to minors were acquired and a decision made to “post them in every place where such was sold” ( Minutes, December 17, 1892). 

By 1904, there were apparently only six saloons in Davis. The prospect of a seventh one prompted the group to develop a petition for the purpose of “keeping out the 7th saloon from our midst” {Minutes, March 29, 1904).  In a short time, the group had obtained 109 names, but the saloon apparently opened anyway.

Also in 1904, members heard that boys were getting beer at Cloutman’s Saloon. An effort to lobby the Board of Supervisors to close the saloon was not effective. The matter ended in the decision that “all we could do now is to warn Mothers to watch their boys closely . . .” (Minutes, January 7, 1905).

WCTU meetings appeared to be a combination of religious-devotional and social mingling. A meeting began with religious activities such as “prayers were offered for the Saloon Keepers of this place” and “four members . . . offered prayers for the removal of the liquor curse from our midst” (Minutes, November 1 and November 8, 1892.) This was followed by an activity such as “a dainty lunch of strawberries and cake with delicious sandwich’s and coffee to which we all did ample justice” (Minutes, May 1, 1906).

 F. Festivities. The anti-alcohol sentiments of the Presbyterians and others might prompt an observer to think that Davisville folks were  a reserved and up-tight lot. But such seemed not to be the case. The yearly round of life was punctuated by festivities and even revelry. 

1. PICNICS CONTINUED. The kinds of picnics described in the previous chapters continued over these years. Tammy Grove, however, went out of business when the lodge that sponsored it came onto hard times. It was replaced by the Armstrong Grove of oak and black walnuts located just south of the current Putah Creek Lodge in the UCD arboretum (a grove that is, in part, still there). 


The “Annual Band Boys Picnic” was held there in May, 1899 (a fund-raising event) and was written about in the Enterprise.

This is the day of the picnic, and the town has presented a holiday appearance since early morning. Many are here from a distance to enjoy a day’s outing. The Grove and dancing platform have been put in excellent shape for the day. The band boys have been practicing for a month and will give some nice music. Games, foot races, bicycle races, a blue rock shoot, baseball game, and the new game of volley ball will take up the attention of those in attendance. Dancing will continue all day and will commence again in the evening. 


The baseball game is to be a contest between the Winters and Davisville teams for supremacy and, as both are strong combinations, a good game should result. The blue-rock shoot is under the management of the Peerless Gun Club and will be an interesting feature of the day. 


The railroad company has agreed to have the Oregon Express stop at Dixon in the morning so that the Dixonites in attendance can return home on it. It leaves here at 4:35 a. m. (DE, May 6, 1899).

Reacting to the above description, Joann Larkey has commented, “Picnics today just aren’t what they used to be! But who besides those with pioneer spirit and stamina could stand the pace of such an all-day, all-night picnic and dancing party?” (Larkley, 2003:18).
2. DANCING AND BALLS.  Dances appear to be held with some frequency and there was even an organized dance school and club. Editor Scott reported:

Davisville holds the banner for its frequent, sociable, jolly dancing parties. Nearly every dance given here has a large attendance.  Despite the fact that the dancing school has an average attendance of about thirty couples, the regular club dances every two weeks have from seventy-five to eighty couples present.  . . . [At the dance last Saturday] the music was excellent [and] thrilled through the dancers as they glided around the hall. Everyone seemed happy and an evening was never more pleasantly spent (DE, February 11, 1898).

Larger-scale and more elaborate dances were called “balls” and attracted participants from other communities. One was the Goose Raffle and another the Grand Ball (Larkley, 2003:4).  Here is an engaging portrayal of a “Masquerade” ball given February 2, 1900:
MASQUERADE

A Gorgeous Array of Beauty And Brilliance

THE GRANDEST SOCIAL EVENT OF THE SEASON

For many days the lovers of social sport . . . had been making elaborate preparations. Thursday and Friday a costumer was in town with a choice of assortment of costumes for those not having tine or skill to construct their own.

The masters met in the vacant room beneath the hall, and at nine o’clock formed in column of twos and marched up stairs, a motley throng of fanciful and grotesque costumes. The hall was elaborately and tastefully decorated with bunting, Chinese lanterns and flowers.

The floor was in excellent condition. The music was furnished by an orchestra of seven pieces under the direction of Prof. Marvin, and was all that could be desired.

The ball was crowded with maskers of whom there were about one hundred and twenty and many others without masks.

Enjoyment wreathed every face with smiles and filled each heart with gladness . . . . Bucolic swains in Sunday clothes eyed askance the lovely maidens bedecked in all their bewitching array of beautiful textile and color, and hearts throbbed in mutual response as the music smote the chords of love, “and eyes looked love, to eyes that answered back gain,” as the young people enfolded in each other’s arms, in rhythmic unison glided through the seductive mazes of the giddy dance. It was indeed a scene of gorgeous brilliancy.

At midnight all who felt the necessity for restoring the inner man (and woman) repaired to the Hunt hotel and partook of an elegant supper of which they showed the appreciation done its excellence. Dancing was resumed after supper and the most devout worshippers at the shrine of Terpeicore continued to trip the light fantastic into “the wee, amal hours yant the twal,” the final dance taking place about four o’clock, concluding the most enjoyable and successful social event of the season in Davisville.

The ball was given, according to their annual custom, by Golden Seal Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and the members did all in their power to insure its success (DE, February 2, 1900).

Editor Scott ended this report with a list of Lodge members who arranged and managed the ball. It was a who’s-who of Davisville Society, including: A. J. Plant, W. J. Montgomery, W. O. Russell, W. H. Scott himself, and Dr. Bates.

Lodges, such as the Knights of Pythias just above, were frequent sources of––organizers of––festivities open to the public and not only to lodge members. The Good Templars, who had a Good Templar hall, were among these. Their 1898 Christmas event featured a “program of musical and literary numbers,” about which Editor Scott expressed his pleasure for the “high  standard of the local talent in Davisville” (quoted in Larkey, 2003:4).

3. BENEFITS AND HOMETOWN ENTERTAINMENT.  Like other places, Davisville people held social events as a way to raise funds.  One such was a “lawn party” for the purpose of raising money for the improvement of the cemetery.  It took place on August 12, 1903 at the home of Mrs. Granville Cecil. Judge Scott (who also played coronet in the orchestra at this event and performed in a coronet duet) described the scene: 

The lawn was . . . was lighted with scores of Chinese lanterns hung in rows and in groups . . . .  A tent was draped [in the] Stars and Stripes, within the folds of which was the palmist . . . The guests were continually standing in line waiting their turn and many wended their way homeward disappointedly because of their inability to have their palms read. . . . The orchestral bower [was] . . . lighted with strong gasoline torches . . . The parlors . . . were transformed into a veritable tea garden and there the ladies served this popular Japanese beverage in company with stacks of cakes . . . . Hon. G. W. Pierce . . . admonishing the guests that they expected to have a jolly good time, he then proceeded to announce the numbers of the evening’s program, which were . . . [an] overture, by orchestra . . . [performances by] violins, . . . clarinet, cornets, cello, a Recitation, piano solo, . . vocal solo, . Orchestra [two numbers], piano solo . . .concluding with a selection by the orchestra (DE, August 15, 1903.

In a era before motion pictures, television and other externally-manufactured diversions, local people learned entertainment and performing skills and generated their own “hometown entertainment.”


4. HOLIDAY EVENTS. There were also, of course, the regularly scheduled festivities of such days as Christmas, Easter, and the Fourth of July. We are fortunate to have a description of the 1898 Presbyterian Sunday School Christmas entertainment held in the Presbyterian Church. I quote it here in the hope it conveys the distinctive character of religious celebration at the turn of the century.

The cantata and Christmas tree at the Presbyterian Church on Christmas eve . . . was highly appreciated by the large audience assembled. The children executed their parts of the program in admirable manner . . . The Christmas tree was twenty feet high, reaching from floor to ceiling, bearing 106 twenty-five cent presents – one for each minor pupil in the Sunday School. Underneath the tree and around its truck was a pile of 200 sacks containing an apple, orange, nuts, and candy to the weight of one-half pounds each, sufficient in number to supply all Sunday School scholars and all visiting children. The whole school arranged in four tiers, one above another, in front across the end of the church beside the beautifully decorated forty-candle lit Christmas tree, formed a magnificent picture, long to be remembered by those who saw it (Scott quoted in Larkely 2003:3).

