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[This is a draft of subsequently revised and edited text published in John Lofland, Davis (Arcadia, 2004).]

4. RESTARTING DAVIS, 1905-1916

On March 18, 1905, Governor George Pardee signed a bill authorizing the siting and development of a University of California “State Farm.” It's main purposes were research, education and public service on agricultural practices suited to California conditions.

A considerable program in agriculture already existed at Berkeley, then the only UC  campus or installation. But ag research there was inherently limited by the foggy, damp, and cool climate. Most California farming conditions were very hot and harsh. Therefore a location of that sort was needed.   


As we have seen, the Davisville area fit this bill quite well. Davisville elites and friendly outsiders had long ago grasped this fit and they had previously also begun to organize  get the Farm for Davisville, or at least for Yolo County. Unfortunately, people at 76 other locations spread over 13 counties had the same idea (Larkey 1969-73:90).  But Davisville  did struggle through to a win.   


This winning  was a catalytic event that restarted Davisville.  There was soon an array of new (1) organizations, (2) physical structures, (3) ideas and activities, and (4)  problems.   

I. NEW ORGANIZATIONS.  There had been a number of unsuccessful efforts to site a State Farm before 1905.  Some Davisville people knew this and knew that a bill would eventually pass. They had therefore begun to plot a Davisville strategy well before this bill was finally successful on March 18, 1905.  So it was that the first, public Davisville action––a “mass meeting"––could convene in the Davis court rooms on Thursday, March 30, less than two weeks after the bill passed (DE, April 1, 1905).

A key feature of his meeting was that its participants were an ad hoc gathering who were not an organization. Davis was a named place, but it had no government aside from the County. Davisville had businesses, but they were not organized as a Chamber of Commerce or in any form. These facts are in themselves revealing features of the place on March 30, 1905. 

One B. B. Tuttle apparently took it upon himself to call the meeting to order, to state its objective, and to request nomination of a chair and secretary.  The two well-known (and well-propertied) figures of Jacob Eugene LaRue and Albert Plant were then nominated and elected​​ by the assembled.  Discussion ensued and a remarkable amount of progress was made in the task of  making Davisville capable of collective, political action. One first and highly facilitating step was that early in the meeting Martin V. Sparks “pledged his fine farm which adjoins Davisville on the west . . . at a reasonable price” (DE, April 1, 1905).

A. The State Farm Promotion Committee, 1905. The critical matter of available land was thus settled at the start.  Attention then turned to forming what the group named the State Farm Promotion Committee (and some people called the “Boom” committee). Prominent rancher Sam Montgomery nominated seven people for it. In addition to LaRue and Plant (already elected to run the meeting), George W. Pierce, B. B. Tuttle, G. K. Swingle, O. B. Wilber and Dr. W. E. Bates were proposed. The assembled elected them, naming George Pierce as the chair. (Pierce’s diary entry for this day does not record him as attending this meeting. Instead, he “went to Woodland on State Farm matters.”) 

B. A Chamber of Commerce, 1905. At this same meeting, attention turned to “the matter of forming a permanent organization for the town of Davisville . . .” An  organizing committee of five was appointed by Chair LaRue. They were: Walter Bates (Chair), A. J. Tufts, F. P. Smith, A. J. Plant, and former Yolo County Supervisor, W. O. Russell. Subsequently meeting to devise a scheme of organization, this group then called an organizing meeting for early May, 1905. At it, the Davisville Chamber of Commerce was formally created, permanent officers elected, and eight committees appointed.  

The State Farm Commission began inspecting proposed site soon after its mid-March appointment.  On May 20th, it toured six sites proposed in Yolo County. One of this just-created Chamber of Commerce’s first acts was to host the Commission’s visit.  That is, the Commission began it's Yolo tour in Davisville because that is where it first arrived by train.  Therefore, the host role was thrust upon this new organization.

Indeed, had this Chamber not been created, there would have no legitimate Davisville group to receive the Commission.  The pressure to have such a group was especially strong because Chambers were the sponsors of most of the 76 competing offers. Not to have a Chamber would have been a sign of local lack of interest and/or competence (and, indeed, the Davisville Chamber subsequently lapsed).

C. The Women’s Improvement Club, 1905.   The Chamber was men-only but apparently felt that women should also help improve the town. It therefore urged women to form their own group, which some of them obediently did on June 16, 1905. They called it The Women’s Improvement Club.  It's most famous project would be to finance construction of a welcoming arch across G Street at Second. But, lack of funds mean that it would not actually be erected for another ten years––in 1916. (The Arch story is told below.)  

More immediately, the Club held a Grand Ball to raise money to improve the school grounds, which included erecting a fence around it (JLL, 69-73:159 and 10). The Club’s activities were intermittent and it was reorganized after inactivity in 1907 and again in 1914 (Larkely 1969:125).  At the second reorganization, the Chamber once more asked it “to boost for Davis,” “to aid the Chamber “in very possible way,” “to aid in beautifying the streets . . . “, “to secure and maintain proper sanitary conditions,” and “to provide suitable decorations for the town at times when large public gatherings are held” (DE, October 24, 1914). Why the Chamber could not do these things itself was not explained 

 D. The Business Men’s Association, 1916. Perhaps one of reasons the Chamber of Commerce implored others to good works was its own problem of survival. Larkely reports that the Chamber had pretty much faded away by 1916. In that year, a new Business Men’s Association replaced it.  Many of the members of this new group were the same as Chamber of Commerce, but absent the ranchers. 
E. The State Farm, 1906. The most important new Davisville organization in this period was, of course, the State Farm (also called the University Farm). Ann Scheuring has suggested three main reasons it came to be located at Davis as opposed to the 76 other possibilities. First, the legislative act creating it did not select a site (as previous, failed efforts did). Instead the act enumerated required features of the site. The bill was initially drafted by Sacramento Judge Peter J. Shields (who was a supporter of the Davisville site) and carried by Woodland State  Senator Marshall Diggs.  These facts affected the list of required features, which included “first-class tillable resources, flexible cropping possibilities, and existing irrigation development” (Scheuring, 2001:20; JLL, 69-73:95). The irrigation provision was especially important because Davisville met this criteria while most others sites did not (JLL, 69-73:35 and 93). 

Second, the Commission’s consultant, UC Berkeley soil expert Edward Wickson, who the Commission asked for a final recommendation, added location on a major rail line to the list of requirements. This eliminated Woodland’s proposal because its site was only on a branch line (but only a few miles north of Davis).

 Third, Davis had an especially effective committee because it was led by George Washington Pierce. When UCD history professor Richard N. Schwab typed Pierce’s diaries from the handwritten originals, he also supplied a summary of each year. His overview of Pierce’s activities for the period from the signing of the act on March18, 1905 to the decision for Davisville on April 5, 1906 provides us a close-grain sense of his diligence and skill.  A few brief quotes will convey these qualities.

But before providing Schwab’s summary, I need to explain the names of the people we read that Pierce was seeing . The State Farm Selection Commission had five members: Governor  Pardee, the Lieutenant Governor (A. Anderson), President of the State Agricultural Society (B. Rush, who was also a Solano County state senator), UC President Benjamin Wheeler, and the State Commissioner of Agriculture, E. Cooper. All these men knew politics and had known George Pierce (age 55 in 1905) for many, many years.  As a youth, Pierce and Governor Pardee had attended boarding school together. Elected to the Assembly in 1898, Pierce knew first-hand how political decisions were made. The first Central Valley graduate of Berkeley, Pierce attended a large number of UC alumni and other functions and was a close acquaintance of President Wheeler.  Sheuring observes of Pierce (and of LaRue) that both “were sophisticated people with a variety of social and political connections not only in Yolo County but in the capital” (Schuring, 2001:16). 

[1905:] On the 24th of March Pierce saw Mr. Sparks [local landholder]

 about locating the Agricultural (State) Farm in Davisville.  (The Davis Campus.)  Saw Governor Pardee about it on the 25th.  Saw the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor on same matter on the 28th.  On the 30th he went to Woodland to discuss the matter.  Meeting of committee on the subject at Plant's office  on 1 April, discussion at Board of Supervisors in Woodland, 5 April, saw Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 8 April, and had meeting later of State Farm Committee.  More intense work, presenting the Davisville site to the State Farm Commission, getting out circulars, April 27th and 28th.  More May 6, 9.  On 17th saw Pres. Wheeler of the University, the Governor, and others about State Farm Commission in Berkeley.  More activity on the 19th and 20th of May, with a commission coming on the 20th, including Pres. Wheeler to look at various sites. There are several other entries about this project in this volume of the diary.  On Monday 27th of November Pierce actually offered his own place as the site of the State Farm at a Sacramento meeting of the State Farm Commission!  On 22 December Pierce saw . . . Sparks and got option on his land for State Farm.  That was a big step in getting the site for Davis campus.  On Sunday Dec 24 Prof. Wickson came up from Berkeley, soil expert, to look at the proposed site for State Farm, showed the Sparks site (Pierce Diary, 1905:1).

[1906:] On Wed 10 Jan.  Pierce was still working for the establishment of the State Farm in Davis - mailed maps to Pres. Wheeler and Secretary Henderson on subject, talked with others.  On 10 Feb. Wickson made report to State Farm Commissioners in Sacramento, and all but Davisville, Woodland, Suisun, & Contra Costa sites were eliminated.  Working intensely for Davis site in Feb. seeing Gov. Pardee, etc., having meetings. On 16 Feb. got contract for water right for State Farm.  On 19th Feb. collecting subscriptions for State Farm project.  On Feb. 26 the Commission visited various sites in Yolo, including Davis.  The decision is going to be soon . . . .  The great victory came on Thursday 5 April, 1906 when, as Pierce notes in his diary, the State University Site Commission decided on Davisville at about 4.45 p.m.  

The selection of Davisville did not end of the matter. The April 5th decision was only a conditional offer. Many requirements had to be fulfilled in order to complete the deal. These included providing clear titles to the three pieces of land involved, the actual purchase of all three (the Committee only had options), and completing purchase of water rights. 


It fell to Pierce to complete these and other tasks. This was likely all the more difficult because his very good friend, Jacob LaRue, who lived just down the road at the 2,000 acre Arlington Farm, had died suddenly in January, 1906, at age 46. Aside from LaRue, Pierce was the only committee member with the skills needed to get the job done. With LaRue dead, there was no one to help him.  For want to space, the myriad detailed actions Pierce engaged in from April through October are not reported here. Let me simply say that his effort was fierce.

Further to point-up Pierce’s tactical and strategic acumen, I call attention to his first diary entry on the State Farm matter. Following Pardee’s signing on March 18, 1905, Pierce wrote that, on March 24, he  “saw Mr. Sparks about locating the Agricultural (State) Farm at Davisville.” Now go back a few pages to the report of the March 30 “mass meeting” where the State Farm Promotion Committee was formed.  At that meeting, Martin Sparks offered to sell his farm for the State Farm. 

This tells us that seven days before the mass meeting, Pierce had approached Sparks with the proposal that he offer to sell his farm for the State Farm. Pierce had already set up this critical step in the process. It did not “just happen” or was a mere fortunate turn of events.  Pierce constructed it. (We need also to know that Sparks was 73 years old in 1905 and retired to his family home in Oakland after the sale.) 

But this was not the end of Mr. Sparks. Twenty days after Davisville was selected, Sparks wanted to back out and Pierce had to turn him around.  Pierce wrote in his diary:

[April 25, 1906:] Went to Davisville to see Mr. Sparks who is trying to back out on the State Farm project. Could do but little with him. He finally gave me an option, or said he would give one at old prices provided we would repay him his $500 contribution and pay him interest on this purchase price, $91250.

The great San Francisco earthquake happened April 18, 1906, less than two weeks after the decision to put the State Farm at Davisville.  But his did not deter Pierce from traveling to Oakland and San Francisco some two weeks later, on May 2 and May 8, to see the U. S. Attorney General and others to nail down titles to the three properties.  Of his May 2 trip he observed: “San Francisco’s destruction is well nigh complete. It presents a stupendous field of desolation and destruction.” He described the May 8 trip as involving a problem in that he was able to walk “down California street to Kearney . . .[but was then] forced to go up to Washington. Climbed debris to Battery, back to Washington and finally to ferry.” 

This is a report of a  56 year-old man climbing debris in a “field of desolation” for the purpose of clinching a Davisville State Farm deal. That is commitment.  For my money, George Washington Pierce is the “Father of the Davis Campus.” 

The first buildings were constructed at the Farm in 1907. A “State Farmers’ Institute” on October 29-31, 1907 was its “first public event” (Sheuring, 2001:x).  Indeed, this event was also the occasion of the formal dedication of the State Farm itself. The address of welcome was delivered by––who else?––G. W. Pierce and the dedication was attended by more than 500 people (JLL, 69-73:86 and 142).

Starting in 1908, “Short Courses” for farmers were the first instructional offerings. More ordinary college instruction did not begin until 1909, when the school year opened with 18 enrollees. As described below, the first Picnic Day was also in 1909. The vocational “Farm School” graduated its first class––of nine students––in 1911. The first women university students enrolled in 1914.

The later 1910s were favorable times for agricultural education in the U.S.  Elites were attempting to upgrade the farm life in order to slow the tide of massive migration to cities. This meant major funding of what was now called the “University Farm,” now headed by a “Dean” rather than a mere “Superintendent.” New buildings included a “third dormitory, West, and beef barn (1914), a classroom and library building (1915),” among others (Scheuring, 2001:31). Herds of purebred livestock were started. A Ford Model T was bought for the dean, but he continued to ride a horse––as did President Wheeler at Berkeley (Sheuring, 2001:31).  

F. Bachelor Girls Book Club. 1909. In the early 1900s, the California State Library established traveling library units. When one of these was in Davis, it was called the Davis Free Library. It was housed in the public school at first, then in a store, and finally in the Buena Vista Hotel (Larkely 1969: 113).
On February 21, 1909, the young and unmarried Nettie Marden (later Mrs. Otis Wilber) met with three other young and unmarried women at her ranch home for the purpose of organizing a Bachelor Girls Book Club.  According to the Enterprise report of this event, the “object of the club is to promote sociability, and to promote the benefit of the Davis Free Library. Systematic effort will be made to secure a permanent home for the library and to have someone in attendance most of the time” (DE, February 6, 1909). The following April 17, some twenty such “bachelor girls” convened to become the charter members of this group.

The group proceeded to stage a variety of events to raise money for a library building. These included theatrical productions, “library showers,” dances, parties, spinning bees, luncheons, refreshments at events, and Picnic Day lunch baskets” (Larkley, 1969:128; JLL, 69-73:28).  How they fared in this quest is described later in this chapter. The rules of membership in this group had, however, a built-in problem. When a member got married, she had to leave the group. This created an instability and reduction in the ranks that led to reorganization as the Library Club and an early 1930s change of the marriage rule. 
II. NEW STRUCTURES.  Along with new organizations,   there was an array of new physical structures.    

A. The Davis Arch Rises, 1916. Arches that advertised one’s town and welcomed visitors to it were popular civic improvements in the early decades of the twentieth century. They were fairly common in Central Valley towns and a few of them still exist.  According to Larkey, the idea of such an arch in Davis grew from the suggestion of a State Farm student. The idea  was adopted as a project by the Women’s Improvement Club (JLL, 69-73:10).  Davis had no local government to fund such a project. Therefore, the $1,280 it would cost had to be raised privately. The Club proceeded to hold “endless card parties, bake sales, and benefit entertainments” (JLL, 69-73: 10). 

Also assisted by businessmen contributions and loans, the finished arch was dedicated at the “Annual Pajamarino, Smoker, Rally and Dedication of the Davis Arch on October 13, 1916 (DE, October 14, 1916).  Dedication presider Forest A. Plant spoke of an earlier time when “students and townspeople” were not in accord, declaring that “those old days have passed." The arch is a “demonstration of the new spirit of good will––a monument dedicated to the town and UC Farm students alike” (quoted in Larkey, 1969:124-5).


This is only the less interesting part of the Arch’s story. The more interesting part is told in the next chapter.

B. Two Bank Buildings, 1910 and 1913. Strangely enough, Davis did not have a bank until June, 1909, when a Davis branch of the Bank of Yolo opened in a small, wooden building near the northwest corner of Third and G streets. The next year, a substantial bank building was completed in front of it and fronting the northwest corner of G and Third. (The building is still there, albeit in a run-down condition).  George Pierce was among the otherwise out-of-town investors who brought the bank to Davis. The June 1 entry in his diary says that he was “the first depositor depositing $500” (JLL, 69-73:22).

Some months later, J. B. Anderson opened what he called the “temporary quarters” of the Bank of Davis in a wooden building a block up the street at the northwest corner of Second and G streets. In 1913, he replaced that structure with a brick, Louis H. Sullivan-inspired building that became, some say, the commercial center of the town. The ground floor on G Street housed Anderson’s bank at the corner. Next to it to the north, there was a modern-design post office, one with post office boxes patrons could access twenty-four hours a day.

At the ground level along Second Street, there were three shop spaces. The original tenants were a haberdashery, the Davis Electric Company, and a confectionery and stationary store. “Doctors, dentists and lawyers occupied professional offices in a number of the seventeen rooms on the second floor” (JLL, 69-73:148). Joann Larkey reports that the “first concrete sidewalks [in Davis] were constructed in about 1913 as a modernistic addition to the newly constructed Anderson bank building” (JLL, 69-73:8 and 148).
C. A Library Building, 1911. The afternoon of October 3, 1910, “Mrs. Jakie Greive and Mrs. Otis Wilber canvassed the business district” and raised enough money to buy the lot at 117 F Street for the purpose of erecting a library building on it (Larkey, 1969: 113). As reported above, the Bachelor Girls Book Club had begun to raise money for such building in 1909.  For a cost of $550, the Club, indeed, got a one-room structure constructed on 117 F in 1911.  Furnishings cost another $125. In 1911, Miss Harriet Weber was appointed librarian and “continued to serve in this capacity for the next forty years” (Larkey, 1969:x)

As a matter of context, we should know that between 1889 and 1923, Andrew Carnegie funded construction of 1,681 library buildings in 1,412 U.S. communities. One hundred and forty-four of these were in California and built between 1899 and 1921. Nearby communities that applied for and received such grants included Dixon (1913), Woodland (1905) and Yolo (1918). But Davis never had such a building and apparently never tried to get one.  Why? 

Two key conditions were attached to Carneigie library grants. One was that the local community––usually a local government but sometimes a school district––had to promise to fund the new library with a yearly appropriation of at least ten percent of the grant to build the library. The other was that that the recipient organization had to provide a suitable site.

Now realize that before March of 1917 Davis did not have a local organization capable of providing a “suitable site” or the ten percent per year funding (except possibly for the school district, which was the recipient in Dixon). When Davis finally became a city in 1917, a different library arrangement had already started. In this way, when the Bachelors Girls acquired 117 F Street  and built on it, they foreclosed the possibility of a Carnegie library building in Davis.

D. Bowers Addition and Acres, 1912 and 1913. In 1912, a newcomer to Davis, a horse-trader and trainer named C. W. Bowers, formed a land development partnership with J. B. Anderson, Del Grieve, and A. M Bracken. It purchased property between what is now Sixth and Elevenths streets between the tracks and B for the purpose of residential subdivision. The subdividing was carried out in two phases (JLL, 69-73:164). 

Started in January 1912, Bowers Addition consisted of the five blocks between G and B between Sixth and Seventh.  Most blocks consisted of 20 lots measuring 50 by 112 and 1/2 feet, creating a little less than 100 home. In the Enterprise of January 18, Editor Scott heralded this plan with the all caps headline: “GREAT STEP FORWARD FOR A NEW AND LARGER DAVIS.” The development was novel in Davis because the five blocks had cement sidewalks, curbs, crushed rock covered streets, a tank and pump providing water to each home site, and street trees. The vast portion of the rest of Davis had none of these. Advertisements for the lots admonished prospective buyers to “come out” and walk “six continuous blocks of curbing and sidewalk” (although there were only five blocks) (Lofland, 1999:62).

All the lots sold in only a few months. However, homes were built on them at the slow pace of about twenty-five a decade over the next four decades (Lofland, 1999:74). But that was not a concern of Mr. Bowers, who made money on the lots alone. 

Encouraged by these sales, in mid-1913 he created Bowers Acres on the north of Bowers Addition. While the Addition was built on the idea of a small lot for a residence, each Acre was 100 foot or so east-to- west that ran north and south far enough to be a complete acre (about 400 feet). These one-acre strips were advertised as home sites for millionaire gentlemen farmers who desired to do some light agriculture. Bowers, indeed, spoke of a millionaire’s row developing along the north side of Seventh Street (Lofland, 1999:65-67). But it was not to be.  The lots did not sell well and those bought were mostly farmed rather than lived on.  Up to the end of WWII, the land north of Seventh remained mostly open country.  

E. New Train Depot, 1913. The original, 1868 train depot was jammed rather tight into the convergence of the tracks headed southwest.  Desiring to add new sidings, it was moved some 400 feet northeast in 1901. Then in 1913, the SP built a new “mission-style” depot only a few feet to the east of it. For a time, Davis had two trains depot buildings.  

Anticipating a new depot as early as 1901, Editor Scott opined that year that “The old building has had its day and ought to be retired.” Instead, Davis needed a “new and modern structure.” (In 1901, the “old building” was 33 years old [DE, January 3, 1901; JLL. 69-73:64]). 

In having announced a new depot “soon” in 1901, the fact that it did not happen year-after-year made the topic a running joke. But, it was finally built in 1913. Some observers then and now have interpreted the new building as a supportive response to the new State Farm. This, however, seems doubtful. The mission-style building at Davis was but one of many such depots SP built in California at the time.  This change was itself one element of a larger SP scheme to promote California as an exotic paradise in order to get people to immigrant to it or simply to visit (riding the train, of course).  

F. The Yolo Basin Causeway, 1916. A paved state highway across the Yolo Basin was often a perilous undertaking because the area was likely to be under water. Therefore, an elevated road solution similar to the one long ago developed by the railroad had to be devised.  Begun in 1914 and formally opened in May, 1916, this was the mammoth, concrete structure called the Yolo Basin Causeway. In its time, it was considered a major wonder of construction, and billed as the “longest trestle in the world” (JLL, 69-73:162).  When first built, it was odd or spectacular enough to prompt several post card producers to market images of it.

A “gala festival held in Sacramento on May 11-14, 1916” heralded its opening (Larkey, 1969:38).  These multi-day festivities included a May 13th parade on the structure itself that was four and one-half miles long and composed of floats from around the Valley.  The ubiquitous George Pierce, who was one of the conceptualizers and organizers of the festival, wrote in his Diary on May 13 that “Davis Philomenian Club took first auto prize . . .” 

The festival highpoint was a mock marriage of the east and west sides of the Central Valley featuring a wedding party made up of children. Here, Pierce operated even at the detailed level of selecting the children to be the bride and groom. A diary entry for April 27, 1916 reads: “. . . drove to Sacramento to meet prospective bride Miss Bernice Worley, for Causeway Celebration.” On May 2 he wrote: “Met all bridesmaids, flower girls, ring-bearer and bride elect at W. L. & Cos for dress fittings and also had photos taken.” One May 5 he noted: “Got wands for ceremony.”

The causeway’s completion stimulated much rejoicing in Davis. It was now very easy, if one had a car, to get back and forth between Davis, and Sacramento and points east.   


G. Subway and State Highway Work Begins. The State Farm lands consisted of three tracts, one of which was the 16.2 acre Orin Henry Wright tract along Putah Creek between (roughly) A Street the Boy Scout cabin. In February 1916, UC gave the State of California an eight-foot wide strip of it (.52 acres) for the purpose of building a railroad underpass. 


This was part of the larger project of constructing a state highway from Sacramento through Davis. In this same period, the State was still acquiring rights of way between these two places. One of these involved condemnation of property south of the tracks “to permit a favorable approach to the subway (DE, January 15, 1916). There were delays and the actual construction of the subway did not begin until 1917.
III. NEW CULTURE. What we might think of as the “real stuff” of social life are not organizations or physical structures. Instead it is people’s ideas about what is true and moral, the constructions they make of events, and the activities in which they engage.   

A. A New Name, 1916.  Students of social movements have long observed that when people undergo dramatic changes of personal identity, they often change their names. Something of that sort happened in Davisville in 1906. The used-to-be Davisville Enterprise of April 14, 1906 bore the name The Davis Enterprise.  This was but one week after the April 6th announcement that Davisville had been selected as the State Farm site.  Of his change, Editor Scott wrote, “the ‘ville’ attached signifies a countryside place of insignificant import, and we believe it . . . should be eliminated . . . “ (DE, April 14, 1906). Subsequently, Scott, with others, petitioned the U. S. Post office for this same change. Twenty months later, on November 7, 1907, the request was granted (forty-nine years after the founding of Davisville). 

B. Picnic Day, 1909.  In May, 1908, George Pierce and several friends gathered for a picnic at the State Farm, an event that was also a celebration of the Farm itself. Some observers say this gathering was the model for would be, the next May, the first official Picnic Day (JLL, 69-73:120).  

Held on May 20, 1909, it was conceived as an “open house” in which the public was invited to inspect the work of the Farm and to have an enjoyable outing. One major event that day was the dedication and opening of North Hall, the first dormitory. “Advertised statewide, the event drew an estimated 3,000 people . . . to see the University Farm on full display (Sheuring, 2001:36). 

George Pierce and his family were, of course, there. His May 20th entry read:

Decorated auto with blue and gold trimmings. All went to State Farm picnic taking Mr. Troutman . . . who played baritone in band. Was on program for an address on “the education of the Farm Boy.” There was a very large attendance estimated as near 2000 people. Winters came in 20 or more automobiles.

 Over the years, this event would become ever larger and a significant event for all of Davis, not just the State Farm. Already by 1916, with the Causeway available, some 15,000 people attended the event (at which Governor Johnson and UC President Wheeler were speakers, indicators of the event’s significance not accorded it for many decades) (Pierce Diary, April 22, 1916).

C. Lincoln Highway Frustration. In 1913, an automobile manufacturing group met in Detroit to form the Lincoln Highway Association. Its purpose was to promote hard surface highways. It proposed that one way to do this would be to lay out a cross-country auto route between New York and San Francisco.  They asked whoever could to hard surface the distance. At that time, only a very small number of that some 3,500 miles was paved. So, they had their work cut out for them. Notice that this was––in highway jargon––a “private road.” For this reason and despite pestering him about it, Henry Ford refused to support the plan because he thought all roads should be publicly funded. Note also that the Association was not itself building roads. It only conducted campaigns to have others do it.


Before the exact route was selected, the Association announced it was going to publish a map and a manual intended to encourage people to embark on cross-country motor trips, something that was at this time rarely done and very arduous. After publication, the manual and route would be revised from time to time.


The prospect of such a motor route created competition among communities anywhere near where it might run. Editor Scott got on this bandwagon right away and was among Davis leaders who lobbied the California Lincoln Highway people run the road through Davis.  To great disappointment, the first route  came to Sacramento but turned south to Stockton and then west through Livermore and into the ferry terminals at Oakland. Indeed, the route selected disappointed many towns across the nation, but the Association stuck with the principle of the least obstructed, direct course. 

In the case of Davis, the rationale was that, before 1916, it was too difficult to cross the Yolo Basin. After 1916, the rationale for not changing the route was the lack of a bridge at the Carquinez Strait and the poor ferry service there.


But, when the Carquinez Bridge opened in mid-1928, the route to Davis was added as an “alternative.” Alas, this glory was short-lived. By this time, the Federal government had begun to finance road building and decreed that roads it financed would be numbered rather than named. Seeing the handwriting on the wall, the Lincoln Highway Association disbanded the last day of 1928. With this, the highway ceased to exist. So, it can be said that Davis was on the Lincoln Highway for about six months in 1928.

D. Liquor Suppressed, 1911 Now that the State Farm was located at Davis, prohibitionists set abut to end-run local voters who had already twice voted not to close the saloons (in 1874 and 1907) (Larkey, 1969:119). Turning to the state legislature, George Pierce lobbied for a state law banning saloons as a way to protect college students at Davis. Pierce had served as a member of the Assembly and therefore knew the mechanics and politics of law-making. His journal records such actions as, “Had Judge Shields draw bill for liquor suppression” (Pierce Diary, January 27, 1909). Interestingly, several members of the Legislature he approached declined to introduce the bill. But, on February 11, 1909, Pierce wrote, “Finally got no-saloon bill fathered by Senator Black of Santa Clara.”  In March, 1911, it finally passed both houses “like greased lightening,” in the words of Editor Scott (March 11, 1911).  


It had then to be signed by Governor Hiram Johnson. At the request of what the Sacramento Union called “the saloon men of Davis,” the Governor granted a special appeal hearing before him later that March. Representatives of both sides appeared. The pro-salooners argued that closing would hurt the local economy and that students did not frequent the saloons anyway. Jackie Grieve, owner of the Buena Vista hotel (which had a bar) pointed out the irony that the saloon owners had vigorously contributed both time and money to getting the State Farm, only now to be betrayed. She declared that the “residents would rather have the saloons than the Farm if the choice had to be made between the two” (DE, quoted in JLL, 69-73:153).  Anti-saloon claims included the assertion by a University Farm administrator that saloons were “having a deterrent effect upon the attendance, and that one boy had been expelled for drunkenness . . . “ (JLL, 69-73:151).  As is well known, the Governor decided in favor of liquor suppression. This was a public policy in Davis until the Legislature lifted the ban starting January 1, 1979,


(George Pierce’s desire to protect students from liquor and his own teetotalism did not stop him from entering in his diary on August 20, 1928, ”Went again  [into Davis] in p.m. for a pint of liquor for medicinal purposes.”)
IV. PROBLEMS. A number of matters are not easily characterized as organization, structure, or culture.  They are, instead, problems.

A. Big Fires. Recall that in the previous period fires were recognized as a major problem, but this did not lead to an effective plan for dealing with them. This state of affairs continued throughout this period.  However, fires were not constant. They got larger. Three of the largest took place in 1906, 1909 and 1916. Scott said of the 1906 fire that while is was appalling “it was nonetheless a grand pyrotechnic display” when it consumed the Read plant’s 70 foot water tower, the water from which was not used to fight the fire (DE, June 2, 1906).

Pierce described the major fire of August 20, 1909, as burning from the “’old’ corner Dietrich’s to the Hoffman house, burning the old Hunt livery stable, Silvas’ dwelling, the hardware storeroom, a pino house, the bank, a vacant store room and A. J. Tuft’s storeroom and poultry shed . . .“


The fire of November 12, 1916 was the largest of the period of burned and down more than half of the west side of G Street in the main business block.  Pierce wrote that on a trip to Davis he “. . . found that all the west side of Olive Street from Hoags store to Odd Fellows Hall had burned since 11 a. m. Two fire engines from Sacramento and a fire train from the S. P. . .  came to assistance . . .” (Pierce Diary, 11-12-16).

B. An Unsanitary Town. December 8, 1914, State of California Sanitary Inspector Edward Ross made an unannounced visit to Davis for the purpose of assessing its water, sewage and garbage systems.  Dated January 11, 1915, a copy of his report was sent to Justice of the Peace Scott and Dr. Bates as the “Health Officer.”  Editor Scott summarized the findings in the Enterprise of January 16, 1915, conveying that the Board thought that Davis had serious problems with its water, sewage, and garbage. And while the State would be reasonable, Scott went on, this is “no child’s play proposition  . . . [The Board’s] suggestions must be complied with and [the inspector] will return later to observe progress” (DE, January 16, 1915).  

 I tracked down the report in the California State Archives and found these main conclusions:

No sewer system is provided . . . [The] vault privies. . [are] in many instances in dilapidated and filthy condition, especially in the business section . . . Water.  . . wells . . . are in many instances . . within fifty feet of vault privies or cesspools . . . . There is no . . system for the removal of garbage . . . . Manure, etc. are allowed to accumulate for months and even years . . The streets are . . in bad condition allowing the water, etc. to collect and form stagnant pools. . . . Hog pens are located about sixty feet and the cow barns about two hundred feet from the [Buena Vista] hotel. The manure . . . is allowed to collect in the barn yard for months . . . . 

The report concluded with a detailed set of recommendations for remedying these water, sewage and garbage problems.

*
*
*

In this chapter we have seen the people of Davis begin to cooperate on public projects. Most dramatically, they were able to work together as the State Farm Promotion Committee, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Bachelors Girls.

But, we have also seen that civic action was fragile.  A vote to incorporate as a city failed in 1911.  Efforts to form a true fire department were unsuccessful (JLL, 69-73;117). Several important organizations founded in this period did not survive very long. There was still no local government. Water, sewage and garbage posed serious health dangers, but there was little public action.

