
 

3. THE STATE FARM BILL 
 

 

 

 Governor George Pardee 
signed the bill (below) on 
March 18, 1905, 
authorizing the siting and 
development of a 
University of California 
“State Farm.” Its main 
purposes were to be 
research, education, and 
public service on  
 

 

agricultural practices 
suited to California 
conditions.  
 
Although already existing 
in Berkeley, agricultural 
research was inherently 
limited by the atypical 
weather and soil 
conditions of the area. 



  

 

The front page of the March 11th Enterprise carried this 

small notice. Perhaps not yet appreciated, one of the 760 

bills passed in this session would soon change Davisville 

in fundamental ways. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Copy of 

the 

"Univer-

sity Farm" 

bill as 

Intro-

duced. 

 

 

These are 

pages 1 

and 2 of 4 

pages. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



  

Repro-

ductions 

of 

Pages 3 

& 4 of 

the 

original 

Univer-

sity Farm 

Bill 
 

(Reproduced from the original 
copy archived in the 
Department of Special 
Collections, UCD Shield 
Library) 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Enlarged copy of the 

famous "blue slip" Judge 

Shields hand wrote just as 

the University Farm bill 

was going before the 

Legislature and attached to 

the bill with a pin.  

 

This amending slip 

contains an irrigation 

requirement. It was added 

at the urging of Yolo 

County leaders, who knew 

it would disqualify dozens 

of competitor sites. 
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