
 

4. GEORGE W. PIERCE’S PASSION  

 

 

 

While Peter Shields was 
the driving force for the 
creation of a University 
State Farm, George 
Washington Pierce Jr. 
was the driving force for 
siting it at Davis.  
 
 

 

 
In this section we 
introduce Pierce as a 
person. In other 
sections that follow, we 
report on his extensive 
State Farm campaign 
activities, along with 
those of other 
principals in our story 



 

Upper 

photograph: 

George 

Pierce as a 

Young Man. 

Born in 

1850, he 

was 18 years 

old at the 

time 

Davisville 

was founded 

in 1868.  
 

(Photo from Joann Larkey, 

"Portraits of the Past" series, The 
Davis Enterprise.) 

 

 

Lower 

photograph: 

George 

Pierce family 

picture  

 

(Photo from Joann Larkey, 

Davisville '68,) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In her 

Abundant 

Harvest, 

Ann 

Scheuring 

provides 

brief 

biographies 

of the 

Pierce and 

the LaRue 

families, 

who had 

neighboring 

farms west 

of Davis 

and 

abutting the 

"Sparks 

Place."     
 
 

 

 

 



 

From 1890 to 1928, Pierce 

kept a journal in which he 

made daily reports on his 

activities. These volumes 

are among the Pierce 

Papers now held by UCD 

Special Collections. 

 

The volume for 1905 is 

pictured to the right. 

 

We report his journal habit 

because he produced a 

remarkable record on which 

we and others have drawn.   
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