
 

8. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BORN 
 

 

 
 

The second committee created at 
the Mass Meeting of March 30 was 
appointed “for the purpose of 
investigating the feasibility of 
forming” a "permanent 
organization." It was to be called a 
chamber of commerce or board of 
trade “as the committee thought 
best.” 
 

Dr. W. E. Bates was appointed chair 
of this organizing committee. 
 

 
 

 

Technically, the State Farm 
Promotion Committee was a unit of 
this "permanent organization," 
which did not yet exist. In a strict 
sense, the Promotion Committee 
could not act before the parent 
organization formed. But this did 
not stop it from starting a 
campaign. 
 
The "permanent organization" was 
formed on May 17, 1905 (reported 
below). 



 

A committee to 

form a civic 

association was 

created at the 

March 30th mass 

meeting. Over 

April, that group 

decided on a 

name and drew up 

a scheme of 

organization.  

 

To the right, the 

Enterprise reports 

on the May 10th 

first meeting of 

this new 

organization, the 

Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

The main committee 

names (signaled 

with red) tell us what 

were thought to be  

major problems. 

 

Note that the first 

one deals with 

"immigration," which 

was the problem of 

enticing people to 

move to Davisville. 

 

 

 



 

Following 

creation on 

May 10th, an 

early action 

was to host the 

visit of the 

State Farm 

Selection 

Commission on 

May 20 

(described in 

the next 

column). 

 

 

 

The C of C also 

outlined six 

major matters 

on which it 

intended to 

work. 

 

 

  

 

 

A "Clean Up 

Day" was set 

for June 3rd. 

The list of 

things to do 

given to the 

right suggests 

that Davisville 

was rather 

shabby. 
 

 

 

 



 

Recall that in 

March, 

Scott was 

guardedly 

positive about 

Davisville's 

future 

(column 6).  

 

Formation of 

the Chamber 

seems to 

have lifted his 

spirit.  On 

June 3rd he  

enthusias-

tically 

declares 

"Davisvile has 

awakened 

from its long 

sleep . . . ." 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

The weekly Chamber of Commerce column in the 

Enterprise stopped appearing in July.  

 

The July 29th issue carried miscellaneous editorial 

notes by Scott, among which we find the chiding 

barb reproduced above. 

 

And, indeed, we read little of the Chamber over the 

rest of 1905.  

 

Recall that Scott went from guarded optimism 

regarding Davisville civic spirit in April to 

enthusiasm in June 3. 

 

His first reaction was apparently the more accurate 

one. According to Larkey in Davisville '68, the 

Chamber "became inactive from time to time." and 

was "reorganized in 1907 and again in 1914" (p. 

125). 
 

 

 



  

The rail 

Superinten-

dent puts off 

landscaping 

the depot 

area until 

after a new 

depot is 

constructed, 

which will be 

"before very 

long now." 

 

By 1905, the 

topic of a 

new depot 

was already 

a joke 

because of 

previous 

broken 

promises. 

 

And, in fact, 

this 1905 

"before very 

long" would 

be 8 years. 
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