8. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BORN

The second committee created at
the Mass Meeting of March 30 was
appointed “for the purpose of
Investigating the feasibility of
forming” a "permanent
organization." It was to be called a
chamber of commerce or board of
trade “as the committee thought
best.”

Dr. W. E. Bates was appointed chair
of this organizing committee.

Technically, the State Farm
Promotion Committee was a unit of
this "permanent organization,"
which did not yet exist. In a strict
sense, the Promotion Committee
could not act before the parent
organization formed. But this did
not stop it from starting a
campaign.

The "permanent organization" was
formed on May 17, 1905 (reported
below).




A committee to
form a civic
association was
created at the
March 30th mass
meeting. Over
April, that group
decided on a
name and drew up
a scheme of
organization.

To the right, the
Enterprise reports
on the May 10th
first meeting of

this new
organization, the
Chamber of
Commerce.

The main committee
names (signaled
with red) tell us what
were thought to be
major problems.

Note that the first
one deals with
"Immigration," which
was the problem of
enticing people to
move to Davisville.

| 1mpprtant meetmg Wednesday morn- |
o sgrve for the remainder of the fiscal

{temporary oﬂieers, also; the rf‘ecessary :

|son, J. J. Gallagher.

‘!Zh:nl,‘cm:rma“n B €, French G. W,

lehairman; R.W. Wicse, J. F. Gh-ﬂcsr.
1A. J. Tufts, W. D. Chiles..

{tion seem fall of énergy “and enthusi- |
jasm and we. may expect gleat things

| beautifying of the railroad Y, install-|
7ling of a creanrery plant, street im-
: pm»onm\ts, sidewalks, grass cutting

’}‘he Chamber of Commerce held an

mg at 10 o’clotk; wtwhich trmeoﬁicerrf‘
year were elected . to supersedé‘ the

comnuttees Wwere apnQip

Coxnmxttee -0l
Lands—B B. Tutt e, chail ,
I-LOesta Jas. Campbell J7B. Ander-

' On_Manufussusine—1I. As- Harby»,

chmrman Sam Montgomery, W, H.

Scott, W. E. Bates; Eli Sniner.

- On Irrigation — Gi H. Swingle,

chairman; J A, Harhy, W. 0. Russell,

J.:W. Anderson, O- B Wilbur.
‘Membershxp and. Grievance — A J.

_Sunders, Wm. King, W. D. Chiles.
Ways and Meahs — ¥, P 8rmish, i

Hotels, Parks and Public Im prove-
ments’ Sam Montgomery, chairman;
Jake Spnider, G. K. Swingle, John
‘Henle, A. N. Grieve. .

Couaty and Municipal Affairs—W.
o. Russzell, chairman; C.’A. Covell,G
B. Hoag, 1. B. Hug‘hes. H. Q. Puring-
ton.

Exhibit—G. W. Pierce.

‘The members of the new organiza-

for' Davisyille in the near future. The

|
etc:; aressome of-tha:matters that will |
_probalily yeceive immediate attention, |
The time is now opportune for cut-|

Tting grass on the sidewulks while the
| ground is soft. -




Following
creation on
May 10th, an
early action
was to host the
visit of the
State Farm
Selection
Commission on
May 20
(described in
the next
column).

The C of C also
outlined six
major matters
on which it
intended to
work.

A "Clean Up
Day" was set
for June 3rd.
The list of
things to do
given to the
right suggests
that Davisville
was rather
shabby.
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) W 0 Russell, Chairman on Countyundl
G W. Perce, Charman on Exibin,
1" The abore direcm'rs'lmll{‘iva Mecting|

T among which might be mentioved:

| eream factory.

| & Propatitign 1o appoify apovnd

own  The present law allows of such,

L
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mmmorcounm
MVlSﬂllE. CAL

DIRECTORS
W. t. lm ......
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* andLands,
G. K. Swingle, Chairman on Irvigetion
F. P. Smith, Cbairman on Ways-Means.

Saih Mongims  Chalman an Hotels |
- Parks ond Public Improvements

Municipal Affairs,

——— s

ofgan'ized-and outlined 8 lot of work, !

]

‘1. A new sewer system Jor the

! tm\ n.
9. Encouragment lll the eree flon
ol f‘, planjng siill, also an hlpor.ntcd

3, New sidcx\'a]ks. |
' 4, Remosalof weeds trom off walks,

master to impound all looke tock m

‘—I ald over. :
6. The establishment bf a " county |
soxlnbxt ot the dcpot. .

| ments wqumd would l'c gladly re-
ceived,

{20018 rcqnwtul to o something that, l
| imll lmprme the tOW'S appmrmu

t To begin with Ihe l)a\lsullo(hun #
ber of Commerce has agreed to bave 2|

general clean-up” day. Each citi-y
|

y set for Satunday,|
il

;Junc 3d. and what to domay be foun:
‘ 'm the following suggestions:

It vour store- -front, residence orl
{Rfence is dull or divgy, order it re-|
I

“painted.

If your m\mnﬁ is old, torn or faded
get 2 new one. .

I your sidewalk, ferce orgate necds
repairing, fig it

Dhtroy the weeds that are starting’
on \our property and on your neighe! i

bor's praperty. Sk ‘

Resolve never fo throw paper on
the street.

- Cut your lawn and keep it 00—
eeds spoil the looks of It

Burn all the rubbish possible=alion
no one to throw it on etreets, alleysor

yaant lots.

Ask yqu groceryman to have lns
wagon puinted if it looks Jike it peed-
ed at,

Ilumivate the front of your store
and house. A little white work inw
proves the looks of many things.

Remove all dilapidated fences, out-
houses aud anything unsightly.

spent to improve our (own's appear-
ance will be returned twofold.

Saturday, June dd=—remember the
date. Toraout with a will and see
.w’hat all you ean do to beautify your

lOWﬂ.
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Recall that Iin
March,

Scott was
guardedly
positive about
Davisville's
future
(column 6).

Formation of
the Chamber
seems to
have lifted his
spirit. On
June 3rd he
enthusias-
tically
declares
"Davisvile has
awakened
from its long
sleep...."

‘i shat things in common can be made
‘I'to move, and the unity is here. and is

'lﬂptermtnahon to do anad do it wtrh .4
' ! will.

‘tare urged to form a Woman's Im-

‘i provement Club. The trained eye for |

~ Davisville has awakened from its|
long sleep and the.people thereof have
awakened toa new life—2 new era—
land are heartily in accord to improve
the town and viecinity in every way
possible. It is only by united cfort

here to §tay—not a spasm of sudden
 arowth. but 3 good, bealthy lifcand 3’

Some of our main street
merchants are planning to put dowm
cement sidewalks in place of the old
wooden ones. .The grass [rom side
, streets and walks is being cleaned off |
. Back fences are being whitewaehed
jmand it will not be long belfore ‘Davis-
ville will take on a new garb entirely.

The ladies of Davisville and vicianity

’bu\ut) of the ladies is required to see

! where and when improvements can be |,

'made. Ladies, get into the move-
ment and be a help to your commu-
'xnu. We have many broad-minded
' 1adies who would be 8n honor to any

-

|

. such jnovement. v




What about our Chamber of Com-
merce—she seems resting on her oars
of late There’s plenty of good work
to be done, all manner of street and
sidewalk improvement,also some kind
of a water system for fire protection.

The weekly Chamber of Commerce column in the
Enterprise stopped appearing in July.

The July 29th issue carried miscellaneous editorial
notes by Scott, among which we find the chiding
barb reproduced above.

And, indeed, we read little of the Chamber over the
rest of 1905.

Recall that Scott went from guarded optimism
regarding Davisville civic spirit in April to
enthusiasm in June 3.

His first reaction was apparently the more accurate
one. According to Larkey in Davisville '68, the
Chamber "became inactive from time to time." and
was "reorganized in 1907 and again in 1914" (p.
125).




The rall
Superinten-
dent puts off
landscaping
the depot
area until
after a new
depot is
constructed,
which will be
"before very
long now."

By 1905, the
topic of a
new depot
was already
a joke
because of
previous
broken
promises.

And, In fact,
this 1905
"before very
long" would
be 8 years.

G, w. Pkrce (ﬁnirmononwbita

as ch-:mber of ' commerce to W..R. Scott|.

- Sacramento Valley. The. follos\ ingre-|
% ply was le(enud e =
i - Denar Slr =0 . i

> building of our new depot has- been |

Ptracks ana perhaps ‘also chinge _in{

I not like tb d0 anything towards -im-
= prosung ‘the park it this time. “When |
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'PIRECTORS :

A I Pl‘m : .
 Cbairman Jf Committee on’ Mgtn- i

- bership and Grievances.

J. A. Harby, Chairmcn onM’cnufcctnres

'B. B. Tuttle, Cbam on lnuusrcﬁon
and Lands.

G. K. Swing!e, Clidrman on nlrrigcuon .
I_I,P. Smith, Clnirumn on chs-Mo&ns
-Sam Montgomery, Chairman on Hotels, |
i Parks and Public lmprovements. '
W. O. Russell, Chairmanén Countyand‘
Munid_pal Affairs. _

i
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A communxcatwn w3s sent by the'

Qupt, of The Western Division S. P.
R. R. requésttng that-the Y-.be plant-
e(l to grass and trees and that the

5 new depot so long promised be ereet.-

~ed in which an‘exhibit  might be m-—_ -
* statled rep!_‘csen_tingv_ the . pg-odpct_s
“typrical of Yolo Cop.. and. the great

- Acknow !edgn\g leCi‘ll;t‘ :
of favm of: the 20th relative to the|

postponed 8o long;
will be able to .commence-

_the sam e before very "lonj
there will be some reurrangemant of

the lacation of the building, mld -

our new depot is: comp]etcd and tracks
rearranged 1 will be more than ‘pleas-
ed to co- opsrato wuh your citizens
Favith & view.of h:vnng an . attractna ‘
pince around the'station. '
S v R Yoprs traly, 7
WRScou.. ST
LR R Supermteudenty T
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