
 

13. THE DECISION DRAGS ON 
 

 

 

In the euphoria of May and 
June, Davisville people, as well 
as others, hoped for a quick 
decision from the Commission. 
 
However, months went by and 
there was no action. Newspaper 
editors and others began to call 
for a decision and to speculate 
on reasons for the delay. 
 
 

 

Editor Scott followed these 
matters closely and reprinted 
editorials and reports from 
other newspapers, some of 
which are reproduced below. 
 
In addition, Scott himself 
exhibited a certain impatience 
over the seemingly slow pace 
of the Commission and began 
to fret about it, as also seen 
below. 



 

In a 

September 

30th Enterprise 

Editorial, Scott 

pulls no 

punches on 

Wheeler's 

desire to put 

the State Farm 

at Berkeley.  

 

 

If Wheeler 

prevails, says 

Scott, he will 

make 

permanent 

enemies of 

valley farmers–

–and have a 

pathetic farm to 

boot. 

 

 

 



 

Two  UC 

officials 

alleged 

to be 

oppo-

nents of 

the  

State 

Farm 

later 

hailed as 

"Univer-

sity Stal-

warts" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two 

official UC 

profiles to 

the right are 

reproduced 

from Ann 

Scheuring, 

Abundant 

Harvest, p. 

10, where 

the label 

"university 

stalwart" is 

applied. 
 

 

 
 

Wheeler was thought by many not to want a State Farm. 

But, if there had to be one, it should be at or near Berkeley. 
 

Some detractors alleged that Wheeler was, as put by 

Judge Shields, "an aristocratic fellow and had no use for 

the farmer." 

 

 
 

 

 

Judge Shields remarked of Hilgard that he was "a dear, 

dear good man, but he was against [the State Farm]. He 

isn't the first man that tried to dam up progress, don't you 

know." 
 

  

 



 

Some proposals 

offered free sites 

for the State 

Farm. This was of 

course worrisome 

for site proposals 

involving 

purchase. News-

paper editorials 

were written on 

the matter, 

including this one 

that Scott 

reprinted from the 

Sacramento 

Union. 
 

 

 

 

At times the 

rhetoric became 

tough, as in this 

passage 

suggesting that a 

donation might 

sometimes 

amount to a bribe. 
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