14. SELECTION COMMISSION PUNTS

While Scott was fretting and outside expert in the form of UC
charges were flying, the Professor of Agricultural
Commission was divided. Most Practice and Superintendent of
significantly, UC President Agricultural Extension, Edward
Wheeler had strong misgivings J. Wickson.

about any non-Berkeley site, and

especially one outside Alameda  Wickson was asked to tour all
or Contra Costa County. the sites, evaluate them, and to

make a recommendation.

It was not until November 27 that | | |
the Commission decided to deal =~ He was still engaged In this
with its internal divisions by process at the end of 1905.

"punting" the matter to an




With Wheeler |STATE FARM COMMISS-|
continuing to drag ||| ¥ON TAKES ACTION

; rAv TO EARLY ' -

his feet and to | | sELECTION OF SITE

favor a Berkley or |l 1 ::.":,:;"::..""“,....:;..,.,...““‘ et |

a C|OS€-tO-B€Fk|ey 1 m-[off§§e61 and Repor: $n San-.
Slte, the . ;Tt;esday’a Sacramento Union.) . ‘ 1-

‘I"he commiission appointed to select
. . . a university farm, as provided for by |
CommISSIOn IS lehe legislature at its last session, held.
A meeting in Govenor- Pardt-‘e's office
II d - II 2 ‘Monday afternoon. S
Sta e . Flna. y, It _‘Fhe meeting was attended by Gov =5
ernor Pardee, - Lleutentant«G.o\enox
met On Monday Alden A'ndersou, President Benjsmin |
y fde W hecler and Professor . J. Wick :
 sou, of thhe state univesity.

November 27 and’ George W. Pierce and =n doputat‘idﬁ T P

fromy DGavisville appesred before the

comniission  statingz that Yolo county

in a_ footba” Iras e.rel.'yt_hiug to offer in the way ¢:>l’+

.ciin_u\te, soil., asrea and jrrigation, forj}
-ann idceal location for n state farm.

metaphor, © ‘The commniission en‘aged ity 25 gen— -

eral discussion as to whether they wiltl
]| ]| visit  several ndd:tlon 2l sites which
punted the have been offered, fappoiat an: expert
to inspect and report them. Lieuten |

i ant-Govenor Anderson stnted he does

prObIem to a_n lnot. helieve the commission will ac-
i complish much by visiting the dif- §

]| t 1 1 ferent sites, and merely genemlazsng,’
exper y H tie snid he would be w:lhng to - have.

Lur'n _expart, Professor Wickson. orf

Professor E. J. T ey s

hirm inspect the sites and report.
He added- that wwhen the commis-

WICkson +sien takes all reqgquisites inteo consid-

' eration he ¥ convinced that it will

have to go to Yeolo or Solano county
for » site for the farmm.

- In msnswer to questions by I’rc--ule.uGJ4

Wheolor Mr. Anderson said-that any

|l thing which can be grown in Fresno

Lt Governor Anderson !couuty can be grown- in Yolo and So-

. d . |f . k : Ilano cournties, Fruits ripen eurliei_j

and remain-longer in the two countiea

trle to Slmp | y WIC sSon's I nnanmed than in Fresno, he said, and

evaluatlve taSk by this section of the state has the long-

lest shipping season.

Conﬂnlng |t tO Only YOIO i Afer n short discussion Jlieuten

i anst-Govenor Anderson moved - ths\i

and Solano counties. But, | | grefassor Wickson be sppointed to
jnnspect. sites offered iun Yolo and So-

Wheeler pulls for Berkeley || j=ne counties und repore to the com-

mission their avanlcbility.

to the end by persuadlng { GQovenor Paxdee -aaked if this mo-
tion would shut out other oonnties

the Commission that which have offercd sites—Anderson |

! replicd that that_was his purpose.

Wickson should examine |  Professor Wickson stated that ifhe -
all the sites, and yet | Dt ghon She v b NS Slomaavor: |
OtheI’S he m|ght deve|0p tion, and would undoubtedly be .-sbte .

¢ Perosident W'hes!er&mended thoe mao

tion so as to have Professor \\'icks(rn’
t usspect axll’ the sites offered, and to
look-up ather possibte sites.




Carrying out the
Commission's
charge, "in six
midwinter weeks'
he logged "2,034
miles, . . .
consulted with
more than 200
people" and
'visited 69 sites."
He reduced the list
to four sites,

including the
Sparks ranch, and
expressed his
personal
preference for a
site in Conta Costa

county.

To the right is an official
representation of Edward
Wickson appearing as a
"sidebar" in Ann Scheuring,
Abundant Harvest p. 10.
Quotes above are also from
Sheuring, p 18.)
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Benjamin |. Wheeler

President
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Dean, School of Agriculture
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Photograph taken
at a State Farm Picnic Day
circa 1910
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