
 

14. SELECTION COMMISSION PUNTS 
 

 

 

While Scott was fretting and 
charges were flying, the 
Commission was divided. Most 
significantly, UC President 
Wheeler had strong misgivings 
about any non-Berkeley site, and 
especially one outside Alameda 
or Contra Costa County. 
 
It was not until November 27 that 
the Commission decided to deal 
with its internal divisions by 
"punting" the matter to an 

 

outside expert in the form of UC 
Professor of Agricultural 
Practice and Superintendent of 
Agricultural Extension, Edward 
J. Wickson. 
 
Wickson was asked to tour all 
the sites, evaluate them, and to 
make a recommendation. 
 
He was still engaged in this 
process at the end of 1905. 



 

With Wheeler 

continuing to drag 

his feet and to 

favor a Berkley or 

a close-to-Berkley 

site, the 

Commission is 

stalled. Finally, it 

met on Monday, 

November 27 and, 

in a football 

metaphor, 

"punted" the 

problem to an 

"expert," 

Professor E. J. 

Wickson. 

 

 

Lt. Governor Anderson 

tried to simplify Wickson's 

evaluative task by 

confining it to only Yolo 

and Solano counties. But, 

Wheeler pulls for Berkeley 

to the end by persuading 

the Commission that 

Wickson should examine 

all the sites, and yet 

others he might develop. 

 

 



 

Carrying out the 

Commission's 

charge, "in six 

midwinter weeks" 

he logged "2,034 

miles, . . . 

consulted with 

more than 200 

people" and 

"visited 69 sites." 

He reduced the list 

to four sites, 

including the 

Sparks ranch, and 

expressed his 

personal 

preference for a 

site in Conta Costa 

county. 

 

To the right is an official 

representation of Edward 

Wickson appearing as a 

"sidebar" in Ann Scheuring, 

Abundant Harvest  p. 10. 

Quotes above are also from 

Sheuring, p 18.) 

 

 

 



 

From the left: 
 

Benjamin I. Wheeler 
President 

University of California 
 

David S. Jordon 
President 

Stanford University 
 

Edward J. Wickson  
Dean, School of Agriculture 

University of California 

 

 

Photograph taken 

at a State Farm Picnic Day 

circa 1910  

 

 

(UCD Special Collections 

Department Photograph) 
 

 

 


	67
	68
	69
	70

