
 

15. WICKSON INSPECTS YOLO COUNTY SITES 
 

 

 

After getting his charge to inspect 
all sites, Wickson set out 
immediately to comply, but the task 
evidently took longer than 
expected, as he did not arrive in 
Davisville until December 24–a 
Sunday–and Christmas Eve no 
less! 
 
In his account below, “PROF. 
WICKSON WAS HERE,” Scott 
explains that Wickson’s 
unexpected arrival time was due to  
 

 

being “delayed up the valley 
beyond his expectations.” 
 
However, the Promotion 
Committee was on hand to greet 
and feed him prior to touring the 
sites, which included the Sparks 
property. 
 
Scott reports that “the Professor 
seemed well satisfied.” 
 
But no decision yet! 
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By all accounts Wickson 

was a very thorough and 

diligent worker. He even 

visited the Sparks site 

again on a Sunday that 

was Christmas Eve! 

 

George Pierce's journal 

entry dated "Sun 24 Dec 

1905" reads: "Prof. E. J. 

Wickson came as soil 

expert to see proposed 

site for State Farm. 

showed him the Sparks 

site and he left on the 4 

p.m. train." 

 

 

 

 

In order to make the offer 

more attractive, second and 

third parcels were added, 

parcels that connected the 

"Sparks place" to the 

railroad station.  

 

Called the "Hammel tract" 

and the "Wright tract," 

these strips ran along the 

south side of the railroad 

between what is now A 

Street and the train depot. 
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