
 

1. WHAT THIS EXHIBIT IS ABOUT 

 

 

This exhibit gives a brief glimpse of life 
in Davisville (now Davis) over the single 
year of 1905, one-hundred years ago. 
 
It does so with special focus on the 
town's preoccupation with becoming 
the site of the "State Farm School," a 
new agricultural research and teaching 
unit of the University of California. 
 
We begin with an account of Judge 
Peter Shields' campaign leading up to 
the March 18, 1905 signing of legislation 
creating a commission to select a site 
for that school. 
 

 
This act triggered the flurry of 
Davisville campaigning that is exhibited 
on the following panels. 
 
The better to set the context, we begin, 
just below, with a few views of 1905 
Davisville – its surroundings, streets, 
buildings, and people.  
 
Enjoy! 
 
John Lofland and Jim Becket 
Exhibit Designers 
The Davis Historical Society 

  













 

 

 

Looking Noth Up G Street, Circa 1910 
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