
 

5. MARTIN SPARKS & PIERCE 
 

 

 

Martin V. Sparks was a 72 
year old pioneer who owned a 
788 acre farm just west of 
Davisville in 1905. Less than 
a week after Governor Pardee 
signed the State Farm bill and  
6 days before the central 
event "mass meeting" on 
March 30, George Pierce 
visited Martin Sparks on his 
way into town. 

 

Pierce asked Sparks to give 
him an option to buy his 
ranch for the purpose of 
offering it as a site for the 
State Farm.  
 
Sparks agreed to providing 
such an option, and the 
document, reproduced 
below, was signed on April 
17, 1905. 



 

In 1905 Martin V. 

Sparks was 72 

years old. As the 

sketch of his life by 

Joann Larkey 

shown here reports, 

he had farmed 

many decades 

before 1905. 

 

Therefore, when 

George Pierce 

approached him 

with an opportunity 

to sell his farm, a 

retirement fund may 

not have been far 

from his mind.  

 

(Larkey sketch reproduced from 

her Davis Enterprise "Portraits of 

the Past" series.) 

 

 

 



 

Pierce journal 

entry reporting 

that on Friday 

March 24, he 

approached 

Sparks on the 

topic of selling 

his farm to 

become the 

State Farm. 

 

 

This is six days after 
Governor Pardee 

had signed the Bill 

on Saturday, March 

18 and six days 

before the historic 

"mass meeting" of 

Thursday, March 30 

(column 6). 

 

 

 

 



 

Twenty-

four days 

after his 

private 

pledge to 

George 

Pierce 

(March 24) 

and 18 

days after 

his public 

pledge at 

the mass 

meeting 

(March 

30), 

Sparks 

gives 

Pierce a 

binding 

option 

(April 17). 
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