
 

2. PETER SHIELDS' STATE FARM PASSION 
 

 

 

Born in 1862 and raised on a 
modest farm just east of  
Sacramento, Peter J. Shields 
became an attorney and was 
elected a Sacramento superior 
court judge at age 38. 
 

He never forsook his rural roots, 
however, and had an avid interest 
in improving agriculture and 
agricultural education. In 1899, he 
met a Penn State agriculture 
graduate and learned, to his 
surprise and delight, that there   
 

 

were college programs and 
scientific research in agriculture at 
universities in other parts of the 
country. 
 
This was a turning point in Shields' 
life. From 1899 to 1905, he 
dedicated himself to campaigning 
for a "State Farm" and "Farm 
School" in California, authoring 
bills in 1901 and 1903, and was 
eventually successful with his third 
attempt in 1905. 



 

Biography 

of Judge 

Shields 

by Ann 

Scheuring 

in her 

official 

history of 

UC Davis, 

Abundant 
Harvest 
(2001, p. 

13). 

 
 

 

 



 

According 

to Shields, 

University 

of California 

Officials did 

not want a 

State Farm. 

 
 

Ironically, 

Wickson would 

become a key 

figure in 

selecting the 

site, as you 

will see in 

columns 14 & 

15.  
 

(pp. 12-13, Shields, Birth of 
an Institution.)   

  

 

 



 

Shields 

Reflects 

on the 

Politics 

of 

Passing 

a State 

Farm 

Bill. 

 

 

Anti-UC 

sentiment 

helped 

the bill. 

 

 

 

Shields' 

personal 

relations 

to 

political 

figures. 

 

 

 



 

Shields 

found 

that 

many 

farmers 

did not 

want a 

State 

Farm 

 

 

 

So what can a 

"bespectacled"

college 

professor" 

know?  

 

(page 12, Shields, Birth of 
an Institution.) 

  

 

 



 

 

Shields 

Writes 

of His 

Work 

in the 

1925 

UCD 

Rodeo 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 

famous 

last-

minute 

slip of 

paper 

is 

repro-

duced 

in the 

next 

column 

 

 

 

 

 



  

In a 1933 

Memoir, 

(photograph

-ed below), 

Shields 

reported he 

promoted 

establish-

ment of a 

Farm 

School, but 

had no 

hand in the 

selection of 

a specific 

site.  

 

 
 

 

 




	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

