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[This is a draft of subsequently revised and edited text published in John Lofland, Davis (Arcadia, 2004).]

6. DEPRESSION DAVIS, 1930-1945


The economic Depression of1929 threw Davis and the rest of the world into a well-known tail-spin. Ironically, it was equally world-wide “WWII” that got Davis and the rest of the world out of it. In this chapter,  I chronicle how this tail-spin displayed itself in Davis.

I. QUIESCENT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE.  Davis seemed exuberantly boosteristic over the “urbanizing” period described in the previous chapter. Such enthusiasm prompts one to wonder how a new and bleak economic reality was received.  Curious about the kind of event Davisites conceived it to be and its causes, I read the Davis Enterprise of the 1930s with particular attention to descriptions of the depression.  

To my surprise, there was little on this topic under Scott's editorship before 1936 and under Calso Maghetti’s after that year.  There were, though, backhanded mentions. On April 4, 1930, Scott penned a column titled “Editor Sees Progress in Davis Life,” which he began with “lest we forget, it seemeth [sic] well to direct the attention of our readers to the fact that . . . “THE CITY OF DAVIS” is coming along fine . . .” He then enumerates a number of Davis’ positive economic, educational and associated other aspects. 

When a direct reference to the depression was made, it likely took the form of “its all in your mind, ” which was not far from Roosevelt’s “we have nothing to fear but fear itself.” In a talk to the Rotary Club on October 6, 1930, the editor and owner of the Woodland Mail proclaimed that “in his opinion the so-called business depression is largely a state of mind.” The news report told us that “the speaker was highly complimented” (DE, 10-10-30).

My surmise is that this sparse reference to a major historical event suggests at least mild shock or denial. Some realities can be so inconsistent with one’s world view as to be beyond the realm of mention. This does not mean that the reality was not recognized. It was simply not spoken about, although certainly taken into account. 

One form of this studied inattention was seen in Davis politics, which apparently went into retreat. In the earlier 1930s, Enterprise stories on Council activities were brief or nonexistent. Council activities seemed few compared to the previous decade. 

Council elections continued to be highly consensual and to have very low turnouts (except for 1940, when four seats unexpectedly came open at once). Indeed, there were no Enterprise reports of the 1932 and 1934 elections and, moreover, no known reports of the numerical results at all. We only know who won by records of who was sworn in for new terms.

Continuing the election-to-election summary started in the last chapter, here are the 1930-44 results.
# of

#

Winning
#

%

Candidates
Elected
Percents
Voting
Turnout

1930:
2

2

100, 98
45

7

1932:
3

3

unk

unk

unk

1934:
2

2

unk

unk

unk

1936:
3

3

89, 87, 83
182

23

1938:
2

2

100, 83
102

11

1940:
7

3

85, 84, 44
507

49

1942:
2

2

100, 96
86

8

1944:
3

3

90, 89, 81
172

21


As can be seen, with the exception of a “populist moment” in 1940, the pattern of voting was rather like state socialist societies. All the candidates were elected and reelected by unanimous or near unanimous votes. But, unlike such societies, people were not forced to turn out and did so in small percentages.  In this same vein, is notable that only two people (men) served as Trustee President/Council Mayor between the first regular election of 1918 and 1946, a period close to 30 years. The first was A. G Anderson, who served almost 13 years. He was succeeded by Calvin Covell, who served some 16 years (1931-1946, plus the additional year of 1917). 

On the surface, life seemed simply to go on in Davis during the depression.  On April 11, 1930, the Davis Chamber of Commerce published what seemed to be a self-congratulatory  survey of the “business houses.” Fifty-two of them had been counted, “with the average number of employees over three to each establishment, with the payroll approximating $190,000.” These 52 were engaged in over 30 “different lines of business.” Virtually all the business people lived in Davis and owned their own homes. All except two heads of business were members of the Chamber of Commerce.  The Bank of Davis did fail in 1933, but this was attributed to frost in 1930 and a drought in 1931 that forced “farmers to withdraw their savings” (Diemer, 200x:28).

Suggestion of a certain coziness between the government and business in Davis was contained in the 1941 annual report of the Davis Chamber of Commerce: “Appreciation is expressed to Mayor C. A. Covell for allowing us to use his office for headquarters.” It doesn't get much better than running a business promotion organization out of the Mayor’s City Hall office.

II. WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION. The Works Progress Administration (WPA) was one of many “New Deal” depression-fighting agencies. This one specialized in public works. Its work in Davis was (and still is) especially evident. WPA policy favored projects that employed people over those that were land and materials intensive.  Davis' project applications were apparently of the former sort.

A. Central School Rebuilt, 1936. With WPA funding, Central School was essentially rebuilt as well as expanded in 1936. Aimed centrally at earthquake proofing, “the foundation and the ceilings are the same but the walls are of entirely new construction” (DE, 7-3-36, quoted in Larkey, 69-73:149). An Enterprise report commented that “probably the most attractive room in the building is the auditorium, which covers a greater floor space than before. Decorative walls and ceilings add to the aesthetic appearance” (DE, 7-3-36). 

B. Davis City Park, 1937.  Construction of Davis’ first public park was importantly funded by the WPA. Of the $13,128 total cost, the WPA contributed $8,355, leaving $4,773 for the City (DE, 2-21-36). (The dynamics of the park and its construction are described later in this chapter.)

C. Curbs Laid, Later 1930s. In the later 1930s, the WPA placed concrete curbing on many Davis streets. The exact number is uncertain, but quite a few “WPA” initials followed by the year can still be seen on blocks within the 1917 original city. Among these, one each is in front of the Chen and the Davis Enterprise buildings (bearing the year 1938). Along Sixth Street in the Old North, several impressions read “WPA 1939.”
III. MORE STRUCTURES.  The "golden age" described in the last chapter meant construction of many of what are now considered iconic and "historic resources." The depression slowed down but did not stop construction of buildings that would later be so regarded. Let me describe three and only list some others.

A. G Street Buildings, 1936.  The Enterprise of September 25, 1936 reported that “the biggest building project that has ever occurred in the Davis business district will take place shortly when the east north half of G Street will be built solidly from the corner of Third Street to the Nicholson Chevrolet Garage.” 

 Although America was still in serious (albeit recovering) depression, the owners of Davis Lumber were going together with R. A. Wells to put up a structure that was one unit, but that was also “two distinct and separate buildings connected by a community wall . . .” and “owned separately.” The building at the southeast corner of Second and G was retail space for Davis Lumber [235 G] and the structure next to it “will house four stores[228-234 G].”

Much was made of the building being “modern." And, indeed, the structure at the corner was restored to its original moderne splendor in the late 1990s. In another meaning of modern, the middle-1930s was still a period when heating a cooling were items meriting special description:

[It will be] equipped with modern heating facilities for the winter months and an air-conditioning system for summer use. In addition to that, special insulation will be used . . . for the sole purpose of making the occupants as comfortable as possible the year round (DE, 9-25-36, quoted in Larkely 69-73:152).

C. Davis City  (Central) Park, 1937.  Davis’ first general plan  (1927) called for a City Park on the block bounded by Fourth, B, Fifth and C streets. It would finally get built in 1937, but the process of getting there was long and required much effort.

Soon after the Planning Commission’s creation in 1925, it began purchasing lots in that block. Among these was the southeast corner lot, for which it paid $450. At that time, the standard price for a Davis lot was $75. Certainly no one paid more than a $100 for any lot. The Commission was “roundly criticized for wasting taxpayers money,” according to its long-time Chair, Professor James Wilson (Larkey 69-73:140).

By the early 1930s, the Commission had purchased most of the lots in that block, but a major problem remained. A. S. Nicolson’s Chevrolet Garage stood on the lot “you see when you look straight down Russell boulevard into the park. . . And there was a big electric sign out there that you could see for about four miles––‘GARAGE’”(Wilson in Larkey, 69-73:140).   In the 1930s, cars were still quite unreliable, so Mr. Nicholson did a thriving business with the heavy highway traffic passing that location. He had no incentive ever to move. 

But fate of a sort intervened. The garage  burned down in August, 1934.  Nicholson was then persuaded to sell his lot to the City. In November, 1935, a plan for the park that was, in fact, built was presented to (and adopted by) a joint meeting of the Planning Commission and the City Council (Larkely, 69-73:140).

A planning vision guided the Commission in making this park a major project. According to Chair Wilson, the orienting image was the view one would have when approaching the park from the west on Russell Boulevard.

People coming down Russell Boulevard and looking ahead would see this greenbelt . . and beyond that was the church [Davis Community Church] and next to the church (on the north) was to go the new county library. Then the new city hall was to be built [at the southwest corner of B and Fifth] (Wilson in Larkely, 69-73:140).

Central Park and Community Church were, of course, built and still exist, but the other two buildings and others projected in the 1927 plan never happened. Such is the fate of General Plans. And of course, the notion of a highway entrance to Davis along Russell became obsolete when Route 40 bypassed Davis in 1942


As previous indicated, the park’s construction was financed by local funds, volunteer labor, and the Work Progress Administration.  Interestingly, in accepting WPA funds for the park, the City had to agree to this provision: “The W.P.A. is under no obligation to complete this project and should it become necessary for them to withdraw we agree to carry on the work to the extent that the project is not left in an unsightly or discreditable condition.” The statement was signed by Mayor Covell (City of Davis Collection, UCD Special Collections).

D. City Hall, 1938. As early at 1925, Davis movers and shakers had talked about and spun plans for a city hall.  After all, the City Council had to meet somewhere reasonably dignified. At the start, in 1917, the then-Trustees had met in the County’s jail-justice court building, but that burned down. Then it met “at various times in . . . the Masonic Lodge, Grady and Pugh’s poolhall . . . and elsewhere (Larkey, 69-73:133).

As just mentioned, the first (1927) General Plan had placed the City Hall at the southwest corner of B and Russell. But in a process that no one now recalls, the two lots at the southeast corner of Third and F became the site on which the City Hall was constructed.

The cornerstone for it was laid on April 30, 1937. As with the high school building, Masons conducted the ceremony. “A record of the day’s participants and events was sealed into the granite cornerstone” (Larkey, 1969:x). The finished City Hall portion was dedicated on August 31, 1938. Designed in a “mission-style,” the building was configured also to contain the Davis Fire Department. That portion was dedicated on September 17, 1938 in an event attended by some 200 fire chiefs who were holding a convention Davis (Larkey, 1969: x). 

It is of note that its main room––the Auditorium––was, according to James Wilson, “designed as a community hall where the people of Davis––the whole population of Davis––could convene. And it had a kitchen from which one could serve dinners to the people” (quoted in Larkey, 69-73:140). Among the items initially purchased to furnish the building were several “steel, olive green finish” cuspidors. Each of them sat on a green, rubber cuspidor mat (as shown in Fig. 6.x).

Because Davis politics of the Depression period was consensual did not mean that all the participants agreed on every course of action. Planning Commission James Wilson reported that although he admired Mayor Calvin Covell, the two of them disagreed on building a city park and a city hall. Wilson wanted the former and not the latter and Covell was the reverse. According to Wilson,

We went back and forth and back and forth. Finally he came to me and said, “What would it take to get you on my side?” I said, “It would take your boosting for a city park. And, in return, I’ll boost your city hall.” The result was we got both of them (quoted in Larkey, 69-73:140).


 Impetus to build a municipal building was not only or merely a matter of civic pride or administrative convenience. As with the sewer system of the 1920s, state inspectors had shown up in Davis and declared the town backward. Previously, a major backwardness was sewage floating openly on city lots. Now it was a deplorable city jail. In the words of the State of California Director of Social Welfare:

This jail was built many years ago and is unfit for human habitation. It is a fire hazard to your community and is unsanitary and is in violation both to the Sanitary and Housing Laws of the State of California. I recommend that a new jail be built in Davis in accordance with the enclosed recommendations . . .  (Florence Turner letter to C. A. Covell dated June 15, 1937, City of Davis Collection, UC Davis Special Collections).

The City Council responded by turning the matter over to the County on the grounds that it, not Davis, owned the building!  The Council could not get off that easily, however.  When the City Hall was designed, it contained a jail that met state requirements.
D. State Highway Bypasses Davis, 1942. The opening of the Yolo Basin Causeway in 1916 and the Craquinez Straits Bridge in 1927 put Davis on the automobile map. Although the roads between Sacramento and the Bay Area were rough and winding, people were traveling them in ever-increasing numbers.  On September 1, 1930, W. R. Russell sat on this porch of his home at the southeast corner of Third and B streets and counted traffic. He selected the five minutes between 11:00 and 11:05 AM and between 8:10 and 8:15 PM. In the first five minutes, he counted 117 vehicles, which included five trucks and two buses. In the second five minutes, he counted 107 vehicles, including two trucks and one bus. This is a rate of just over twenty a minute. Editor Scott commented, “A rather busy highway” (DE, 9-5-30).

Further, a good part of this road through Davis was still unpaved in the early 1930s, creating unpleasant dust in summer and mud in winter. But, in the early 1930s, the roads along the streets now called Olive, First, B and Russell were finally paved their full length and width. (As a state route, the state provided the bulk of the funding.)

In the 1930s, roads winding through towns and meandering across the countryside were increasingly perceived as torturously slow and uneconomic. Combined with a depression-prompted spurt of public works projects, heavily traveled winding roads were replaced by straighter highways.  This was achieved by building entirely new roads outside towns.  In the case of State Highway 40 through Davis, the straightening took the form of new road flanking Davis to the south beginning at what is now the east end of Olive Drive.

Opened on September 22, 1942, many Davis people perceived it as a blessing rather than an economic deprivation. Editor Maghetti editorialized in May, 1941 that although the service stations would lose revenue, “along with whatever driblets accrue to the business firms in town,” the new road would eliminate the “juggernaut freight trucks, with open cut-outs and smelly exhausts, that thunder through all hours of the day and night. Their din is further accentuated by a heavy pull out of the subway, when the trucks begin to pick up their normal speeds again” (DE3-30-41).

In addition, the five automobile dealers and garage owners located on or near G Street had never been happy with what they thought were the business-draining gasoline stations on B.  In 1934, five of them petitioned the City Council to prohibit B Street garages from selling  “any produces other than petroleum products.” To allow them more would be to “split the business district . . . and lead to unfair practices and competition for business concerns on the main street [G Street]. In addition, “it would take money from Davis which belongs and should be kept in Davis” (Petition signed by the Liggett, Davis, and Varsity garages and by Nicholson Chevrolet, and M. J. Fisher.). These owners got their protection, but violations continued to be a threat.  Finally, the 1942 bypass solved their problem.

E. Other Structures and Services.   There was something of an up-tick structures and related matters in the later depression years: 1931, St. James Catholic Church at Fifth and C built; 1938, Home delivery of mail began; 1941, Chamber of Commerce offered low-price trees for planting in the strips between the sidewalks and the curbs and the trees became the property of the City and could only be removed for a “legitimate reason” (DE, 2-18-41); purpose-built medical building for two physicians and two dentists constructed by 216-18 F Street, leaving the second floor of the Bank of Davis building empty “excepting for some rooms occupied as living quarters” (DE, 74-41).

IV. WORLD WAR II DAVIS. WWII meant many new, albeit  temporary cultural and social practices. Although orchestrated and demanded by federal or state authorities, Davisites seemed to have experienced them as positive duties rather than as onerous tasks. Here are some of these wartime changes that provide a “flavor” of life on the “homefront’ in WWII.  

A. War Activity Before December 7, 1941. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 is often characterized as a “surprise.”  A sleeping America was “rudely awakened” into an unexpected war. 

While the exact day and place of the start of WWII may have been a surprise, in Davis at least, the imminence of war was not.  For many months (perhaps years) prior to December, 1941, the Davis Enterprise carried front page reports of war preparations.  Consider:

· June 14, 1940: Because of the “chaotic conditions of world affairs,” the State of California asks people to conserve scrap iron.

· July 5, 1940: “The Mayor requested each member of the council to check with the employees of their divisions for absolute loyalty to the Government, an action that is coming universal over the country.”

· February 29, 1941: “Davis Draftees Ordered to Active Service Next Week”

· June 13, 1941: “Gasolineless Sundays.” “Sunday outings in the family car may be banned so that America’s tanks . . . and battle cruisers may have heavy stores of reserves to meet any emergency.”

· July 25, 1941: “In conjunction with hundreds of other communities over the United States, Davis will stage its drive for old aluminum beginning next Monday, according to an announcement made by Mayor C. A. Covell.”

· August 15, 1945: “Freight traffic equal to pre-depression days is reported passing through the Davis station . . . Military requirements make up a large part of the freight increase. . . “

· August 29, 1941: “A drive is under way to secure members for a Home Guard unit for Davis . . . The unit is to replace the National Guard, which has been called into active service.”

B. An Observation Tower. In September, 1941––three months before Pearl Harbor––a Ground Observer Corps was organized in Yolo County (DE, 9-19-41). An observation tower some twenty-five feet tall was constructed at the northeaster corner of Fifth and B streets and staffed by some 250 volunteers around the clock seven days a week. Their job was to identity and report all aircraft (Larkey 69-73:160).

C. Victory Gardens. WWI had “Freedom Gardens” and WWII had “Victory Gardens." This was a major effort in which every vacant lot in Davis was identified and the City Council provided free water for gardens on them (Larkey, 69-73:33, 1969:134). A contest for best such garden was held among elementary school children and an evening class in “Home Gardens” was given at the High School in early 1943. 

D. Campus Become Signal Corps School.  Ordinary college instruction was suspended and the campus became a U. S. Army Western Signal Corps School on February 1, 1943 (DE, 1-1-43).   Among other accoutrements, one building “bristled with antennae, transmitters, receivers . . . “ Young Hall was “the home of Radar, strictly G-2. A formidable sash of barbed wire was stretched about its girth, then placed under twenty-four hour armed guard” (quoted in Larkey 1969:97). Indeed, the military announced that commencing Saturday February 6, 1943 at noon, “the general public is excluded from the University Grounds until further notice” (DE, 2-5-43).

Control of the campus was returned on October 31, 1944.   Classes resumed on a limited scale in early March, 1945 and a full program was underway by October of the same year (DE, 3-16-45, Larkey, 1969:98).

E. White Collar Men Do Manual Labor. By September, 1943, “real” laborers were apparently in short supply because of military service. Rail tracks were deteriorating and freight was piling up, particularly at the Southern Pacific’s Oakland terminal.  SP issued a labor recruitment call to its station agents and Davis’ Sam Brinley responded. Hoping to get college students, he found that they and others had already been recruited for agricultural work. Undaunted, he set about recruiting the deferred white collar males of the town to help “’keep ‘em rolling’ for the national good” (Larkey, 69-73:108). 

A total of 42 such Davis men were recruited and the list of their names featured prominently in the Enterprise.  They went to Oakland and moved freight on Sunday, September 27, 1942 and an unknown number of subsequent  Sundays.  Other station agents had also responded to the SP call and those from Davis worked along side white collar men from places like Palo Alto. 

 SP and the national media latched onto this volunteering and promoted it as “The Davis Idea.” It was featured in Time magazine’s “Wartime Living” section on February 15, 1943 and Collier’s dispatched a writer to Davis to interview participants. In addition, the SP took professionally staged and posed photos of a few of these men acting like they were repairing tracks or about to do so. One was captioned “Off to the Front,” and featured four prominent Davis men sitting on a rail utility cart staring grimly ahead as they a “leaving for the job ‘somewhere on the right-of-way’” (Larkey, 69-73:108, 1969:134; DE, 2-19-43, 6-11-43). 

G. Japanese Internment and Other Race Matters.   In May and June of 1942, the U. S. military forced more than a thousand Japanese people from their homes in Yolo County and imprisoned them at Tule Lake, California.  There was apparently one Japanese family in Davis at this time––the Ito family, which had several children––and it was taken away. 

On the broader subject of ethnic and race relations in Davis in the 1930s and 1940s, it would seem that there were too few non-Europeans to be able to speak of the town as having  “interethnic” or “interracial” relations in the usual sense.  

What scattered and few representatives of people of color there were seem to have been treated as acceptable exotics rather than as threatening outsiders that had to be managed. For example, the hard-working Louis Young family, who ran the Sacramento Café on G Street (serving an “American” menu), seemed accepted, albeit accepted in its place. That is, except for the five children attending public schools, the family did not otherwise press for involvement in mainstream Davis. In addition, Mr. and Mrs. Young embraced Americanization of their children. All five were given the first names of G Street merchants, a fact “everyone” knew and was certainly a signal of a “melting pot” mindset. (Marie for Marie Rogers, Violet for Violet Gordon, Dell for Dell Grieve, Frank for Frank Cassiter, and Alice for Alice Brady. The first three were involved in the Red and White variety and grocery store, just a few doors north of the Young cafe . After the first child, the apocryphal story is that G Street merchants would jokingly admonish Mr. Young, “name the next one after me.”)

Along this same line of dealing with acceptable exotics rather than threatening outsiders. we might consider the position of Davis African-American Austin Stafford. Mr. Stafford was the Red Cap at the Davis S. P. Depot from 1933 to at least June 15, 1945, the issue of the Davis Enterprise in which he was profiled (complete with a photograph) on the front page. Referred to as “Oscar” in his Red Cap role, the article characterized him as “popular with the passengers, his fellow workers at the depot, and all who know him. As the photo indicates when he smiles, he smiles all over and that is always the sign of a genial soul” (DE, 6-15-45).

In this period, some white merchants apparently believed that “Oriental” retailers competed unfairly against them by keep their stores open long hours and staffing them with low or unpaid family members.  On January 26, 1940, this kind of fear prompted representatives of several Davis food stores to ask the Chamber of Commerce to ask the City Council to “prevent the opening an oriental food store in Davis next month” (DE, 2-2-40).  

The Chamber responded that it was not legal to ban such a store, but that it would (and did) back an ordinance “regulating opening and closing hours” of food stores. Subsequently, the City Council unanimously adopted such an ordinance. It regulated grocery, meat and vegetable stores but exempted “bakery shops, pool rooms, drug stores, restaurants and other businesses” (DE, 2-23-40).

Other stereotypes of racial and ethnic groups also seemed alive in Davis, including even the blackface minstrel show. The annual Faculty Club Goose Stew of December 21, 1940 was organized on the theme of “The Old South.” “The Recreation Hall on the college campus was transformed Saturday to the dining room of an old southern plantation, with small bales of cotton and clusters of fruits and nuts decorating the long tables .  .  . The stage was . . . flanked by cotton plants, and on the stage was a Negro shanty behind a picket fence.” 

After a number of dances done in “old southern plantation” costumes, the highlight of the program was a “minstrel show,” for which W. W. Robbins was the interlocutor (DE, 12-27-40).

At the Council meeting of June 7, 1943, Mayor Covell expressed this support of what was called the General Dewitt proposal, which called for not allowing Japanese nationals or citizens to return to California after the war.  It died for lack of a second.  Councilman B. A. Madson noted that it was likely unconstitutional to apply the policy to U. S. Citizens.

There followed what the Enterprise called “considerable criticism and comment” over the Council’s “failure to take a stand in favor of “ the DeWitt proposal (DE, 6-18-43). Thusly encouraged, Mayor Covell called a special meeting for June 21 in which to consider a revision that applied only to Japanese nationals.  It was adopted unanimously by the four members present. The original objector, B. A. Madson, was “out of the city on business for the University” (DE, 6-25-43).

J. Myriad Other War Activities. Reports in the Enterprise chronicle a wide variety of other war-related activities, a few of which included: black-outs and a system of air raid wardens to enforce them; collecting newspapers; rationing sugar; forming a disaster preparation organization; removing the name “Davis” from the PG&E warehouse and town water tank; conduct of several “buy bonds” drives; activation of the Davis unit of the California State Guard; collection of “junk” metal; keeping the Davis High School closed an extra week in September, 1942 so the students could pick tomatoes; consideration of having to “resort” to women letter carriers (in desperation, two women were finally hired); registration for Ration Book One and Rational Book Two.

V. CAMPUS CHANGES.  On the all-important Campus, there were changes, but not of the magnitude of the previous period.  Aside from the suspension of instruction for WWII (described above), one of the more important changes was an elevation in the form of its organization. In 1938, it went from the mere “Northern Branch” of the College of Agriculture at Berkeley to the College of Agriculture at Davis.  As the Ag people at Berkeley had feared from the start, the Davis folks were gaining on Berkeley. This name-change was an important at least symbolic achievement in the process of moving toward both independence and equality. 

As the national economy improved in the later years of the depression, more buildings were constructed: Hickey Gym in 1938 (with WPA funding), an enology laboratory (1939), an administration building (now a part of the University Library) (1940), a chemistry building (Young Hall) (1941) (Scheuring, 200x:50). Also: work on winemaking began (1935), pomology research started (1937), a veterinary school was authorized (1941) (but not started until after WWII).

Before 1932. the Quad was seeded with barley or alfalfa, which provided real and practical harvests. In 1932, sprinklers were installed and grass was sown and grown, a practice continuing to this day.  This change was charmingly symbolic of a school on-the-make.  In one stroke, its central place went from rural to urban, from farm to city, from hick to slick.

VI. CULTURE. There were a number of interesting changes in and elaborations of the cultural life of Davis.  

 A. The Davis Enterprise Changes Hands, 1935. The remarkable William Henry Scott edited the Davis Enterprise as his private/public journal of Davis from 1899 to 1935.  His personal imprint was so clear week after week and year after year that those of us who have read the paper extensively feel we almost came to know him. 


Chelso Maghetti was Scott’s successor. He had come “to Davis in 1919 and served as Postmaster from 1927 to 1936.”  Like Scott, he edited the paper with his personal stamp and for many years––25 in all (Larkey, 1969:111). And also like Scott, Maghetti was an ardent Davis “booster.”  Their editorial voices on this and related matters were sometimes so similar that one has to look at the date to be certain who wrote a given item.  

Under Maghetti, the Enterprise remained conservative  in spirit and Republican in politics. In editorials, he  regularly railed against what he saw as immoral New Deal hamstringing of business. In his page 2 report of the 1944 Presidential contest, he tried to put the best face on a bad situation in saying the election it was “not a total loss for Republicans in the Davis Community” because Dewey had bested Roosevelt by 25 votes (565 to 540) (DE, 11-17-44). (Nationally, Dewey lost to Roosevelt 46 to 53.5%.)

Scott turned age 80 on November 28th, 1941. This event became the occasion of a large noon-time celebration conducted by the Rotary Club and accompanied by a “huge birthday cake” containing eight lighted candles. Scott’s daughter had circumspectly researched and written his biography, which was read at the gathering and printed on the front page of the December 4, 1941 Davis Enterprise.

B. Smoking Banned in the City Hall Auditorium, 1940. In February, 1940, the City Council banned smoking in the City Hall Auditorium​​––the main room and where the Council met. One might interpret this as an early sign of Davis’ environmental and health consciousness, but that would be an error. Instead, in the little more than a year since the building’s completion, “smokers have been careless with cigarettes . . . . Several burned spots testified to the damage done in the past.” Therefore, smoking was banned in the  Auditorium (but  not, apparently, in other parts of the building) (DE, 2-23-40).

C. Gunfire Entertainment, 1940. On February 26, 1940, Miss Gloria Jacobs, age 17 and a resident of Woodland, addressed the regular noon meeting of the Davis Rotary Club. She spoke on how she came to be a “champion woman marksman” in pistol shooting and indicated that those interested could view an exhibit of her achievements in the window of the Davis Pharmacy. That exhibit contained 285 trophies, medals, and cups she had won for “perfect marksmanship” in contests held in many sections of the country. These awards included the title “Champion” over both men and women (DE, 2-23-40). In her talk, she showed the three pistols she used and explained the “perfect precision of their construction” (DE, 3-1-40).  

At 1:15 PM the same day, she gave an exhibition of her marksmanship in the basement of the City Hall, where a target had been set up. This was a previously announced, public  event and a “large group of interested spectators” was reported to have been present.   There, Miss Jabobs proceeded to shoot a “perfect score.” Her father, who was also present, allowed as how her marksmanship greatly exceeded his own.  It seems that he, Yolo County’s Highway Patrol Captain, was a pistol enthusiast who had tutored his daughter in this sport from the age of twelve.

C. Bike Troubles, Early 1940s.  In the later 1960s, Davis began a long-running love affair with the bicycle.  One might therefore infer that this romance had deep roots.  But this seems not to have been the case. In fact, it was the reverse. The Davis Enterprise of March 14, 1941 informed us that “the increasing violations of the bicycle ordinance and failure to secure licenses will bring citations in the future is the warming of the Police Department this week.”

Further, “the continued riding of bicycles on the sidewalks has brought numerous complains to the department . . .  and a tightening up is in order.”  And further: People who had not yet bought their 1941 licensees faced “confiscation of their property.” And even further: it was illegal to ride a bike at night without a front light a rear reflector. Those violators were also put on notice.

Bikes made the news again in February, 1943 when the Enterprise admonished readers, “When  you ride a bicycle you are part of traffic and must obey traffic laws, just as if you were driving a car” (DE, 2-19-43).  There followed a detailed recitation of a biker’s obligations. These included use of hand signals and not “hooking” a ride. The article further explained that new problems with bikes were arising because of the “great increase” in their use “particularly among adults as a means of wartime transportation.” 

As we shall see, as Davis moved into the 1950s, this perception of bikes as a problem in need of control continued. Rather like roaming livestock, bikes were  an irksome or even dangerous presence on the streets and sidewalks.

E. Other Cultural Matters. Other cultural innovations of note in this period included the beginning of the still continuing Fourth of July Kiddies Parade in 1935, and the start of the annual Chamber of Commerce Covell Community Service Trophy award in 1944 (Larkky, articles, 109).
*
*
*

    Considerably before the end of World War II, Davis people were animated by visions of a growth and prosperity. Titling an editorial “Looking Forward to a Post-War Project,” Chelso Maghetti opined on February 18, 1944:

Following the conclusion of this war, by every estimate possible Davis is due to have a building boom to house dozens of additional families that will want to come here to live or attend college, and if a similar pattern is followed like that which occurred following the first World War, attendance at the University will zoom to untouched figures to date. If we are forward looking, we will plan now to meet this need.

The Friday, August 17, 1945 issue of the Davis Enterprise carried a front page report on last Tuesday's end of WWII celebration. On the same page, there is an account of a citizens' petition that will soon result in the first expansion of the town since its formation in 1917. A new world had started. Begun in the depression, it was underway before World War II ended. 
