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Davis Christmas Past

Glimpses of Christmas
Past:

From the Enterprise col-

umns of Joann Larkey

edited by Lyn H. Lofland

Between December 4 of
19469 and May 10, 1973,
Joann Leach Larkey
[author of Davisville '68:
The History and Heritage
of the City of Davis, Yolo
County, California [Davis,
CA: The Davis Historical
and Landmarks Commis-
sion, 1969) published 144
columns in a Davis Enfer-
prise series titled "Portraits

of the Past” As befits this
holiday season, two of
these, which describe
Davis' community-level
Christmas festivities, are

excerpled, in part, below.

From "Christmastime in
Davisville-1898"

The pages of the Enfer-
prise. . . provide a vivid
word-picture of the holi-
day season at the turn of
the century. On
December 16, o
front-page an-
nouncement
stated, "A public
Christmas free and
entertainment will
be given in Good

December 22, 2004

davisvilleto day

by Lyn Lofland

Templar hall Christmas
Eve by the citizens of our
town. Everyone is af lib-
erty to place presents on
the tree for friends and
relatives and all are cor-
dially invited to enjoy the
excellent entertainment
which has been pre-
pared. . . .Although this
has been a very poor sed
son, good old Saint
Mick will not forget
our little city. He
will, in fact, give us
two trees and two
entertainments.”

A description of

(Cartimued on page 3)

Too Much For This Issue, by Editor Jim Becket

We really tried fo cover too much in this issue. Conseguently, some items were re-
duced, hopefully without too much damage to their content. f We wanted g
Christmas piece and are indebted fo Lyn Lofland for providing that, £ We felt if
was important to provide af least some information about the “B Street Visioning
Process," as there are several Historical Resources and other community features
involved. Even though brief, we hope it provides useful information o you without
being overly editorial. [We found it difficult to be both of those—brief and non-
editorial.) & We have provided limited descriptions of those HRs within the range

of the "Vision" for your information. J Since another HR, the Bank of Yolo, could be
involved in another redevelopment project downtown, Wendy Nelson provides an
excellent description of it. This is one that was reduced, but we will provide her full
version at a later date. Merry Christmas. Jim Becket
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A couple of months ago, the Davis
City Council began a formal
“Wisioning Process” for the develop-
ment of B Street between 2rd and
4t rather than approach the issue
by the usual ot by lot, approach.
Community Workshop #1 was held
October 246, 2004, under the leader-
ship of the City and Bruce Race, o
consultant who has done group
work for the City before. Detailed
results of that workshop are avail-
able on the City Website. A second
meeting, Community Workshop #2,
was held December 6, 2004, Al-
though more evident in #2 than #1,
the two workshops were dominated
by B Street, or nearby, property
owners and “downtown” develop-
ers. Those with g historical, but not
financial, interest were not well rep-
resented, especially at #2,

Though not well represented, the
historical aspect of B Street be-
tween 2rd and 4™ is significant. First,
there is the obvious: 337 Band 232 B
are designated Historic Resources
(HR). When 3 Street is included,
232 3d is also so designated. And,
although not designated. 301 B.
cumrently the home of Ciocolat, pre-
viously Giselle's and historically the
Scott home, presents a rare (in
Davis) opportunity for capitalizing
on history, [To wit: the December
issue of Sunset magazine lists Cioco-
lat as one of “Five Great Bakeries
for the Season” along with one in
Berkeley and three in San Fran-
cisco. It would have been so much
cooler if the notation could have
talked about the “1904 historic
house turned bakery” or the

" ludge William Scott Historical
Home turned bakery" rather than
the *19230s house turned bakery."

But in addition to the cbvious, there
is the less tangible, the historic
streetscape, especially opposite
Central Park. Central Park is not o
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The B Street Visioning Process

historical resource, but it is a prod-
vuct of civic action to keep it as a
park rather than commercial de-
velopment. In addition, B Street
itself, as the path of East/West Hwy
40 and North/South Hwy 99
through Davis, a short section of
the Lincoln Highway, connecting
to the outer world through the his-
toric Richards Blvd. subway, is his-
toric in its own right.

Whether obvious or intangible, B
Street between 2nd and 4t and
intersected by 319, has significant
historical relevance. It is a point ot
which the City’s articulated goals
of preservation and commitment
to infill development meet and
beg clarification for practical and
beneficial community implemen-
tation. Four very general graphic
optlions were presented in Work-
shop #1, being reduced to three
for Workshop #2. Option #1 is basi-
cally status quo, with the addition
of dlley units. It received little sup-
port. Frequent comments:
*Nothing will happen.” "There is no
incentive.” “Cutdated.” "Wasted
space.” Option #3 went too far
the other way for a seeming ma-
jority. In this option, the HRs are to
be relocated and both “B and 3rd
become urban streets and an ex-
tension of downtown." This option
adds a projected 177 net units, 192
bedrooms, 23,430 square feet of
commercial and 1461 parking
spaces. It would require changes
in lot size and pattern and ceniral-
ized property management. One
[cynical?) reaction to this option
was that it was designed to be so
bad that people would accept #2
with relief. Be that as it may, Op-
tion #2, which retains B Street as
*predominantly residential in use
and character" and which puts an
"emphasis on intensifying residen-

tial uses within existing lot pat-
temn," did appear to have con-
sensus acceptance. HRs remain
and even 301 B, the cument
home of Ciocolat, which is not
currently designated as a HE,
appears to be retained. While
not anywhere near as expansive
as #3, this option projects the
addition of 67 net additional
units, 106 bedrooms, 12,330
square feet of commercial and
37 parking spaces.

Perhaps the least tangible is the
streetscape. And for B Street be-
tween 3 and 4, perhaps the
term is “parkscape.” Comments
were made about the impact of
the development on the park,
and cne group report stated
that they all felt "we could do
better by our park.” But so far,
there has not been much about
what the “better” might be. One
developer talks about "framing
the park” and the implication is
for high rise structures, possibly
patterned after the new building
on the southwest cormer of 3
and C. Some years ago, a suc-
cessful battle was waged 1o cre-
ate g garden like westem edge
of Central Park, thereby match-
ing the residential front yards
across the street. Even the com-
promise optlion #2 destroys those
front yards, with only the two his-
torical buildings retaining the set
backs necessary for front yards.
By using the existing “B Street
look™ of 301 and 337 as guides,
creative architecture would un-
doubtedly be able fo come up
with frontages that matched
both the park and history, while
providing increased units, bed-
rooms, and parking to the rear.
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The Davis Historical Society As a Post-Modern Web Organization
by John Lofland

In its recent downsizing, the
DHS may have become an
early example of a new and
proliferating form of civic
association.

This new form might be
called the "web organiza-
tion.” Two key features of it
are 1) a web site that cre-
ates a public presence and
communicates organiza-
tional identity and informa-
tion and 2) email lists that
get out timely news and
help to organize collective
action.

These two features are
rather easily achieved and
simple to operate, facts that
obscure their significance,
Web sites and email are, in
fact, stunning expansions in
the capacity to coalesce
expression of interests-in-
common and to communi-
cate, in a rapid fashion,
fimely information relating
to those interests.

Recall the cumbersome de-
vices of only a few years
ago, which included printed
and mailed newsletters and
flyers, telephone “frees,"
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scheduled meetings, and crisis
convened assemblies.

The web does not supplant the
old devices, of course. But, it
does make for a new order of
possikilities for collective action.

For us in the DHS, these new
possibilities involve, among
other matters, our two email
lists.

Our longer list
["davishistorymemibers”) has 70-
some members. People on if
receive newsletters and bulle-
tins on breaking events.
[Another dozen or so members
do not have email.)

Our shorter email list is a “leader
group" (officially termed the
“"davishistoryboard"). It has
twelve names, eleven of whom
are members of the DHS Board
or chairs of committees (4 of
the former, 5 of the latter). This
group takes action in the name
of the DHS, but only on matters
of consensus. So far, this has
worked very well,

As has been the policy from the
oufset, any DHS member needs
only fo ask fo have her or his

rnany forms of continuity.

It is a total history of Davis
divided into nine sections,
starting with "Expectant
Davisville,1868—1871" and
ending with "Contested
Davis, 1990- - * There was a
reading and book signing
event at the Avid Reader,

name placed this shorter list (or to be re-
moved from it} (email the list moderator,
Merrily Dupree, at
mmdupree@sbcglocal.net).

The web site and the email lists are the
vehicles of the post-modern enfrepre-
neurial spirt animating the DHS. If a DHS
member thinks our Society should do
something, these two web resources pro-
vide the means for promoting that some-
thing.

In an old-fashioned and merely modem
organization, a DHS member would say:
"l think the DHS cught to do X."

But now, in our post-modern web form, a
DHS member says: "l volunteer to lead an
effort to do X; | ask the DHS Board of Di-
rectors to adopt X as an official project:
and | call on members to help me do X in
ways Y and 2"

S0, omong other features, the DH3 is a
radically permeable and member-driven
structure kept reasonably coherent by
the leader group.

The DHS shares the above features with
other web organizations and this form of
organization is burgeoning. Indeed, it is
something new under the sun. As such,
the future of this type of hurman under-
taking is exceptionally difficult to envi-
sion, but certainly of interest to watch.

Radical Changes, Deep Constants” by John Lofland

This ook by Davis Histori-
cal Society's own John
Lofland should be read by
anyone with even the
slightest interast in Dawvis
History, John lays out two
features of Davis: First, the
ways of life here have
changed radically, but
second, there have been

where the book is for sale,
on November 11. We
promised a review for this
issue of davisvilletoday,
but ran out of space. 5o
we'll just encourage you
toread it. You'll enjoy it
and learn a lot, too.  Edi-
tor Jim Becket
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B Sireet Visioning

The artficle on the B
Street Visioning Process
on Page 2 mentions sev-
eral sites which are des-
ignated as Historical Re-
sources by the City of

The McDonald
House—337 B Street

Davis but are within the
| range of the “vision.”

W Their eventual fate is un-
| decided, but the label
of endongered species
does not seem inappro-

priate!

How well do we know
these sites?

Ciocolat
301 B Street

First, is the McDonald
House, 337 B Street. Itis
cumently owned by
Davis residents Scott
" and Leslie Gordon, who
¥ bought it and lived
there when they were
first married in the 1970s
prior to a move to the
Bay areq. According to
the Historic Resources
Inventory of the 70s, the
house was built around
1904, although Leslie
B believes it was earlier
than that. When the
farm was subdivided,
the area was known as
the McDonald Subdivi-
sion. According to the
Inventary, “This house is

Jacobson-Wilson
House—232 B

The Yolo Bank Building
301G
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significant because of its
architectural integrity, its
streetscape contribu-
tion, and its association
to an early Davis family."
The Gordons are dedi-
cated to its preservation
and restoration. [Note:
The vegetable garden
on the north reflects the
interests of the current
graduate student ten-
ants, friends of the Gor-
dons’ son.)

Next comes 301 B, the
current home of Cioco-
lat, a living example of
adaptive re-use, It was
formerly Giselle's Travel
but originally the home
of Judge William Scott
and his wife Kathryn. The
structure is not desig-
nated as an HE, al-
though its historic signifi-
cance is outstanding.

John Lofland quotes Wil-
liam Scott extensively,
declaring that “over
these almost 37 years
(that he owned, edited
and published the Enfer-
prise), Wiliam Scott was
the Davis Enter-

prise." (John Lofland,
Davis, Radical Changes,
Deep Constantfs. Page
34) He was a promoter

Path Of Progress by Jim Becket

of the town without
equal, as John's quates
attest.

Then, still on B, but be-
tween 2nd and 3rd and
facing west, comes 232
B, the Jacobson-Wilson
House. Built in 1914-15 by
John Jacobson, a car-
penter on campus who
built several houses on
the street and served as
confractor on others.,
this house is cumently
almost hidden by the
shrubbery. James Wil-
son, professor of Animal
Husbandry at the univer-
sity purchased the
house in 1923 and it was
the Wilson family home
for many years. Since it
faces west between 2nd
and 3rd, it is not part of
the “parkscape" nor
within the scope of the
current “vision."

Downtown Redevelopment

In addition to the B Street
Visioning Process, the City
has announced plans to
revamp a portion of down-
town (The Davis Enterprise
Tuesday, November 9,
2004. The area under con-
sideration is E to G and 3rd

tea 4th,
(Contimed on page o)
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(Cantinted from page 1)

these. . .festivities, which report-
edly delighted both old and
young was published on De-
cember 30. "The cantata and
Christmas tree at the Presbyfe-
rian church on Christmas eve
was a grand success and, judg-
ing by the number of encores, it
was highly appreciated by the
large audience assembled. The
children executed their parts of
the program in admirable man-
ner and showed that they had
received careful instruction.

The Christrmas tree was twenty
feet high, reaching from floor to
ceiling, bearing 104 twenty-five
cent presents—one for each mi-
nor pupil enrolled in the Sunday
school. Underneath the tree
and around its trunk was [a] pile
of 200 sacks, containing an ap-
ple, an orange, nuts, and
candy to the weight of one and
one-half pounds each, suffi-
cient in number to supply all the
Sunday school scholars and all
visiting children, The whole
school aranged in four fiers,
one above anaother in front
across the end of the church
beside the beautifully deco-
rated forty-candle-lit Christrnas
tree, formed a magnificent pic-
ture, long to be remembered
by those who saw it,

"In the Good Templar hall, im-
mediately at the close of the
Sunday school Christmas enter-
tainment, another program of
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rmusical and literary numbers was
begun and and occupied the
large audience for over an hour. . .
. The Christmas tree was loaded
with presents for old and young
which Santa Claus proceeded to
distribute when the program was
finished. Many little hearts were
rmade glad” (Davis Enterprise, De-
cember 24, 1949),

From "Chirstmas at the School-
house" [1921]

Fifty years ago in Davis the annual
community Christmas party was
held in the local schoolhouse. An
announcement of the events, pub-
lished in the Enferprise of December
%, 1921, outlines the program which
was highlighted by a Cantata, mu-
sical selections by the Davis band,
and Santa'’s perennial visit. A
glance at the program may pro-
vide a bit of holiday nostalgia for
those who remember the occasion
in Davis, or for those who recall simi-
lar events held in schoolhouses
throughout the world. Local resi-
dents were informed: "The Beggars
of Christmas,’ a Cantata selected
by the teachers of the Davis Gram-
mar School as a part of the Com-
munity Christmas program, will be
presented at the Auditorium. . .
Thursday evening, December 15 at
7:30 o'clock. The Cantatais g
breezy Christmas play, the theme of
which is woven around a group of
beggars who beg for alms on
Christmas even. Spirted musical
numbers, artistic costumes, and &f-

fective choruses, including Goblins,
Snow Fairies, Christrmas Sprites, and
even Santa Claus himself, unite in
making fun for young and cld. . . .
Santa Claus has been invited and
has signified his intention of being
present with a Christmas gift for
every boy and girl. Admission is
free and everyone is welcome,
Come early and get good seats.
Be sure fo bring the 'kiddies' to see
Santa Claus” [Davis Enferprise, De-
cember 23, 1971).

Note: A photocopied compilation
of the Larkey columns are available
at the Hattie Weber Museum
(which also houses the originals).
But since these provide such arich
trove of historical materials on
Davis, it would be advantageous to
have them more widely availakle,
As such, the DHS Publication Com-
mittee is exploring the feasability of
re-publication.,

Editor's Note: Lyn Lofland is the
Chair of the Publications Committee
of the Davis Historical Society and is
in charge of the “Larkey Project.”

—






